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The tidings of great joy still ring out over the discordant clashes 
of a troubled hour. Let us atune our hearts to the angelic chorus 


“Unto you Is born this day a Saviour” 


Christmas Greetings from the Officers and Staff 
of The Lucher League of America 


OVER VAN BUREN 
STREET 


JOHN F. HAYES 


The Christmas season brings success to Miss Gottraub 
and a new happiness to the Bentons 


IDWAY of the Van Buren Street pedestrian 
tunnel under Michigan Avenue, two Salvation 
Army lads had set up their Christmas dinner 
kettle, and as the morning commuters flowed past they 
played their instruments and sang “Holy Night.’ The 
passageway echoed with their voices above the clicking 
of many heels. Mrs. Mark Benton slid her hand inside 
her husband’s elbow and steered him toward the kettle. 
“Carollers,” she said, happily. “Give them something, 
Mark.” 
“Ar-rump,” grunted Benton—Mario Bentini to the 
musical world—and veered back toward the center of 
the tunnel. 


“Oh, dear,” said Mrs. Benton. “Wait then,’ She 
opened her purse, found some silver, and dropped it into 
the kettle. Benton scowled. 

At his studio above Michigan Avenue Benton— 
Bentini now—went through his mail. “Bills,” he grunted. 
“Miss Simmons sends five dollars, when she owes me 
five hundred.” He slit another envelope. “Booking agent 
has a radio spot for a good contralto, and the only 
contralto I have sings like a frozen turnip!” 

“Mark,” remonstrated Mrs. Benton. 
the day before Christmas!” 


“What a mood 


Benton tore up a handful of greeting cards and 
dropped them into the wastebasket. “Don’t feel like 
Christmas. Haven’t for years. The kick’s gone; it’s just 
a nuisance. Sorry to see it come.” 

“Why, Mark!” Mrs. Benton was speechless for a 
moment, then rallied to his defense. “You think nothing 
of the kind! You're not an old Scrooge set down in a 
Michigan Avenue studio. You’re not an—”’ She stopped, 
and tried another approach. “Why, I remember two 
years ago you took the whole studio out on Christmas 
Eve, and sang carols for the shut-ins. And went back to 
some of the places next day with baskets. 
happy as a two-year-old!” 


You were 
A flicker of joy passed over Benton’s face, and 
faded. “No more. Ashamed to let anyone hear the pu- 
pils I have now. As for Christmas baskets, I can’t af- 
ford it. You know how I have to consider every penny.” 


Mrs. Benton sighed, snapped and unsnapped her 
handbag, and at last said, “I know you haven’t much, but 
I'll be glad to give up something. Try giving something 
to somebody—it’'ll make you feel better. The Saviour 
came into the world in a manger. ‘We are rich, but He 
was poor’.” 


Two 


Benton said nothing; merely opened the piano and 
ran his fingers across the keyboard in a minor arpeggio. 

She continued, with a brightness she did not feel. 
“T have a bit of shopping to do, and I'll run around to 
the agency and see about a cook. Inconvenient, having 
Sarah leave just before Christmas. But I know I'll find 
somebody. Be a good boy, and I'll bring you a monkey 
on a stick.” 

“Hr-r-rump!” said Benton. 

Benton felt numb inside. Joy had been so long a 
stranger. 

At ten-thirty Miss Gottraub pushed open the door 
timidly and faced him with red eyes. 

“You've been crying,’ he said. “‘You can’t sing when 
you're like that. That is no way to come for a lesson.” 

“T know.” The girl nodded heavily. “I have a letter 
from my father, and I must leave the studio. I must go 
tome. No more money.” 

“Oh,” said Benton. Another pupil gone. “Let’s both 
Cinyee 

An exasperating pupil. True, one with superb phy- 
sical equipment but lacking the spark, the flame, the 
thing that distinguishes the artist from the lump. Still, 
a pupil. And it hurt to see so earnest a girl defeated. 

She was weeping softly. ‘““Here, don’t do that,” said 
Benton. 

“But I owe you so much!” she protested. 

‘Forget it.’ Benton started; had he said that? He 
had: and oddly it made him feel good. Miss Gottraub 
raised her head and eyed him uncertainly. 

“T mean it,” insited Bention. “Here—I'll show you.” 
He got out his account book and ripped out a page, tore 
it in little pieces. 


“But—why2” It was almost “vy” in her German 
accent. 
“Oh, I don’t know.” Benton stood up. He felt sud- 


denly lighter; he had an unfamiliar impulse to laugh. 
“Tt’s the day before Christmas and al... Say!” 

He looked at her critically—broad shoulders, capable 
hands. “Can you cook?’ 

“Ach, sure.’ She had brightened considerably. “I 
love to cook.” 

“I dare say you do,” said Benton, thoughtfully. 
There was no way to get hold of Nan, but she weuld 
agree. “How would you like to come and cook for Mrs. 
Benton and me? Trade your skill for voice lessons? We 
would have a cook, and you could continue in the studio.” 

“Praise Gott!” cried the girl, and pressed her hands 
together, “from whom all blessings flow!” 
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“Sing it now in the festival season of the Savior’s 
birth!” cried Benton in sudden inspiration. His hands 
crashed down in great chords, and the massive contralto 
voice rose around him, flooded the room. Tears filled the 
girl’s eyes and throat, but the voice burst through, ir- 
repressible and limitless as the Rhine itself. It was 
elemental, like growing wheat. 

“Why,’ demanded Benton when she had finished, 
“didn’t you sing like that years ago?” 

“T don’t know,” she said, shaken. “Something hap- 
pened inside. Gratitude, perhaps.” 

“Remember how you did it,’ he counseled, “and go 
sing for Adel. He has a radio spot for a contralto just 
like you.” 

His new cook—subject to the demands of her new 
radio program—returned to the studio at four. Nan 
hadn’t come back; evidently she had gone directly home. 
So Benton locked up, sent Miss Gottraub home to gather 
up her belongings, and headed through the crowded 
tunnel for a southbound train. 

The young men with the accordion and guitar were 
grinding out “O Come, All Ye Faithful’ for the home- 
bound commuters. Benton shouldered his way up to 
them and pushed a rolled-up bill through the wire mesh 
over the kettle. For some reason he paused, and the ac- 
cordion player, in a husky voice, said, “Thank you, sir.” 

“Tired?” asked Benton. 

“Frazzled,” admitted the lad, and grinned. 
for a cause.” 

“Move over,’ said Benton, stepping behind the tri- 
pod supporting the kettle. “Can you play that song in 
Gree 

“Tl try.” He struck an exploratory chord; and 
Bentini turned up his coat collar in the chill wind and 
sang. Now, the Van Buren Street tunnel itself is a giant 
sounding board; and when a voice like Bentini’s is un- 
loosed within it, one just must notice it. The clicking 
of pedestrians’ heels slowed and stopped. A thick cordon 
gathered around him, pushing closer and closer. Some- 
body recognized him, and his name passed from lip to 
lip, ‘““Bentini! Why, we have his records!” Traffic ceased. 

When Bentini finished the crowd stood silent. He 
raised his hands. “It’s Christmas Eve,” he said, “let’s all 
sing it.” When sincerity leads, the people follow. They 
threw back their heads and sang, and were glad. 

Mrs. Benton, pushing through the tunnel, found him 
there, holding the guitar player’s cap full of quarters 
and dimes. ‘“‘Panhandler,” she said. And then, serious- 
ly, “Let’s sing some more of the beautiful Christmas 
hymns.” 

“No,” laughed Benton, and poured the money into 
the kettle. “These lads will carry on again.” 

Benton, during the ride home, told Nan about the 
events of the day: Miss Gottraub’s unfolding, her land- 
ing the radio job, his bartering lessons for cooking, his 
joy in the season of Christ’s Nativity. When the train 
was nearing Fifty-third Street, he suddenly smote his 
knee on consternation. “Your Christmas present! I've 
forgotten it!” 

But Nan, who had been comparing his expression 
of that morning with the joy on his face as he sang, 
and as he told her now about Miss Gottraub, shook her 
head. 

“You have given me my Christmas present,” she 
said.—Exchange, Walther League Messenger. 


‘But it’s 
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PRAYER FOR PEACE 


Lord God of hosts, in whose hands are the destinies 
of peoples and nations, we pray Thee to send the spirit 
of peace and unity upon the earth. Hear Thou the 
prayers of all those who sincerely seek to walk in Thy 
precepts and in the paths of peace, and mercifully pro- 
tect them from the covetous schemes and crafty designs 
of evil men. Bring to naught, we pray Thee, the coun- 
sels of all such whose hearts are made base by selfish 
ambitions, the lust of power, and the greed of conquest. 
Scatter the proud in the imagination of their heart, and 
exalt them of low degree. 


Hasten the day, O merciful God, when Christ Jesus 
the Saviour of the world and the Prince of Peace, shall 
be enthroned in the hearts of men, that Thy promise 
may be fulfilled: “And they shall beat their swords 
into plowshares, and their spears into pruning-hooks; 
nation shall not lift up sword against nation, neither 
shall they learn war any more.” Hear us, we humbly 
beseech Thee, for the sake of Thy dear Son, Jesus 
Christ, our Lord. Amen. 


THE BIBLE—THE WORD OF LIFE 


“Its great theme is Life in all its divine and human 
relationships and it opens the way to a life that is full 
and on a high level. It shows how the bondage of sin 
can be broken, and the captive set free, and it points the 
way by which men and women can come back again to 
God. There is within its pages the healing balm for 
sorrowing hearts; and when the night time of death 
comes on it speaks of the breaking of a new day that 
knows no night. There is no book so hopeful about the 
possibilities of what life may become as this is. It is 
not blind to the failings of human nature, but it never 
loses sight of the great things that are possible by the 
help of God. Wherever men are this book has a mes- 
sage for them, and if they will listen, it will be to them 
the Word of Life.’—Dr. Robert Bond. 


CHRISTMAS SEALS 


Help to Protect Your 
Home from Tuberculosis 


Three 


You and Your Church 


Facts We All Should Know 


Youth Interest Items from the Omaha Convention 


OU know, of course, that the 
12th biennial convention of 


Church held in 


your was 
Omaha, Nebraska, October 9th to 
16th. You doubtless saw wire re- 


leases direct from the convention in 
your daily newspapers during that 
time. ‘“The Lutheran,” beginning with 
its issue of October 23rd, carried ful- 
ler reports of the convention. For an 
accurate picture of the convention, a 
matter of importance to every intelli- 
gent churchman, those issues should 
be read very carefully. Now for 
echoes from the Omaha convention 
which have a special significance to 
the youth of our congregations. The 
order in which they are here men- 
tioned is that in which they came on 
the program. 


@® The Luther League Review Con- 
tinues! The very important report 
of the Committee to Define Church 
Paper Policy was severely amended 
by the convention. Their proposal to 
combine eight of the Church’s peri- 
odicals into one was rejected. The 
convention voted that “Lutheran 
Woman’s Work,” “Lutheran Men,” 
and the “Luther League Review” be 
continued and that the question of a 
consolidated magazine be postponed. 


@ The Church’s Contribution to the 
Luther League. The Treasurer’s Re- 
port showed the fact that the Church 
had contributed $6,000 a year for the 
biennium to its youth work through 
The Luther League of America. This 
highly valued support represents a 
little more than 22% of the League’s 
present annual budget. 


@ The League’s Benevolent Contri- 
bution to the Church. Reports also 
showed that The Luther League of 
America had paid into the benevo- 
lence funds of the Church some $25,- 
000 during the biennium, half of 
which was for the League’s China 
Project and the other half for the 
Konnarock Medical Center. 


@ Corporate Communions. It was 
voted “that permission to hold a 
Communion Service must be secured 
(a) from the pastor and church coun- 
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cil of a local congregation for con- 
eregational communions, and (b) 
irom the President of The United 
Lutheran Church in America or the 
President of a Constituent Synod for 
all other communions. A local con- 
gregation cannot authorize commu- 
nion services for ‘groups. not under 
its pastoral jurisdiction. The church- 
at-large, as the congregation of con- 
gregations, cannot authorize com- 
munion services for groups which are 
not in accord with its confessional 
standards.” 


6 Young Women of the Church. 
Action was taken clarifying the 
sphere and responsibilities of the 
Women’s Missionary Society in re- 
lation to work with young women. 
“The adult level only’ was desig- 
nated as the sphere for both the 
Women’s Missionary Society and the 
Lutheran Brotherhood, “the youth 
level only,” for the Luther League. 
The convention affirmed “that young 
people eighteen years and over be al- 
lowed to unite with the group or 
groups accord’ng to their own choice, 
Lut al! young people below the age 
of eighteen shall be eligible for mem- 
bership in the Luther League only.” 
Provision was also made for the 
change of name previously applied to 
young women’s groups. 


@ Promotional Agency for The 
Children of the Church Changed. The 
request of the Women’s Missionary 
Society to withdraw as the Promo- 
tional Agency of The Children of the 
Church was granted. The responsi- 
bility was committed to the Parish 
and Church School Board. The Com- 
mittee of Nine, on which the Luther 
League has two representatives, will 
continue for the biennium as an ad- 
visory committee on children’s work 
to that Board. 


® Stamp Collectors—or more prop- 
erly, philatelists—in our membership 
will find particular interest in the 
fact that the convention took action 
requesting the U. S. Post Office De- 
partment to issue a stamp commem- 
orating the bi-centennial in 1942 of 


the coming of the Muhlenbergs to 
America. 


® Lutheran Unity. The membership 
of the Luther League, like a host of 
other lay-folk in the Ciiurch, is deep- 
ly interested in larger Lutheran uni- 
ty. The Luther League of America 
in biennial convention at Charleston, 
South Carolina, in 1935, took action 
encouraging intersynodical coopera- 
tion and friendship of all Lutheran 
vouth. Hence, adoption of a state- 
ment which will form the basis of a 
still larger fellowship with the Am- 
erican Lutheran Church, a body not 
having official fellowship with The 
United Lutheran Church in America, 
is noted as a significant step in the 
process of attaining the much desired 
larger Lutheran unity. 


© Trip to Midland College, Fremont. 
This was one of the chief entertain- 
ment features of the convention, pro- 
vided by the Nebraska Committee. 
However, it was truly educational as 
well. Midland College is the only 
U. L. C. A. institution of higher 
learning west of the Mississippi. 
Here also is that school of the pro- 
phets, Western Theological Semin- 
ary, which is dedicated to the service 
of the West, for Christ’s sake. A 
tour of inspection of both institu- 
tions, as well as of the city of Fre- 
mont, whose interest in them was 
abundantly evident; attendance at a 
banquet as guests of the Chamber of 
Commerce; and witnessing a most 
impressive pageant, “The Building of 
Midland College,” concluded the af- 
ternoon and evening’s visit to Fre- 
mont. 


® Great Youth Rally. Sunday after- 
noon was the time for the Youth 
Rally in the Omaha City Auditorium. 
Dr. Paul M. Kinports, Executive 
Secretary of The Luther League of 
America, presided. Dr. Frederick H. 
Knubel, President of The United 
Lutheran Church in America: Dr. 
J. Gould Wickey, Executive Secre- 
tary of the Board of Education of the 
U. L. C. A.; and Mr. Alvin H. Schae- 
diger, President of The Luther 
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League of America, were the speak- 
ers. The Midland College Choir and 
Octette provided special music as 
well as the leadership of the congre- 
gational singing. Some three thou- 
sand persons were in attendance at 
this Rally. All of it was broadcast 
from an Omaha station, KOIL. The 
Youth Rally was a high point of in- 
spiration for the whole convention, 
not alone for the youth for whom it 
was especially planned. 


® Choral Union Concert. Another 
high point of inspiration was the 
service of Sunday evening, when 690 
choirs from the states of Nebraska 
Iowa and Missouri joined their 
voices, to the accompaniment of a 
symphony orchestra and organ, in 
singing some of the music from our 
Church’s rich heritage. Mr. Fritz 
Krueger, Tenor Soloist with the 
Philadelphia Opera Company, son of 
a former president of Midland Col- 
lege, was the soloist of the evening. 
Professor Oscar Lyders directed the 
ensemble and orchestra in an evening 
of glorious melody. Midland’s A 
Capella Choir formed the nucleus of 
the group. 


® Conscientious Objectors. A mat- 
ter of most popular interest in the 
Church at the present time. This was 
attested by the fact that there were 
a number of documents dealing with 
the question before the convention. 
It was made a Special Order for 
Monday afternoon. To quote from 
the minutes, “For nearly two hours 
the convention engaged in intensive 
discussion with a series of motions 
and proposed amendments until a 
motion was made for the previous 
question and all further discussion 
was prohibited.” The report of the 
Executive Board was then adopted. 
See the full text of that report in the 
Minutes of the Omaha Convention, a 
copy of which your pastor will re- 
ceive when the volume has _ been 
printed. (It will likely be out about 
the middle of December.) Meantime, 
your Church’s historic position re- 
mains unchanged. However, the 
convention reasserted the evangelical 
principle of freedom of conscience 
and stated, “we recognize the indi- 
vidual right to conscientious objec- 
tion to service in a war. Such recog- 
nition does not imply the Church’s 
approval of such conscientious ob- 
jection but does proclaim its devo- 
tion and respect for the Scriptural 
principle of the supreme mor2l re- 
sponsibility of the individual con- 
science.” Nevertheless, the following 
action also was taken: “We recom- 
mend that The United Lutheran 
Church in America provide that com- 
municant members of our churches, 
who are conscientious objectors, may 
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file with the Executive Board a writ- 
ten statement as to their position. 
Such filing shall be done through 
their pastors and the presidents of 
their synods.” 


® National Registration Day. Oc- 
tober 16th, 1940, will be memorable 
in the U. S. A. It represents the be- 
ginning of the first peace time effort 
at conscription in our history. More 
than 80 young men present at the 
convention, whether as delegates or 
visitors, were away from home on 
that day and had to register at Oma- 
ha, Nebraska. How many C. O.’s 
there were in the group no one knows. 
However, this is known: None re- 
fused to register! 


@® Luther League of America Re- 
port. Tuesday, October 15th, at the 
morning session was the time for the 
reports of all auxiliaries. At this 
point the convention was consider- 
ably behind schedule. The auxiliaries 
gave further evidence of their coop- 
erative spirit by restricting their pre- 
sentations to the barest minimum of 


time, thus saving time which could 
be used in catching up with the other 
business and enable it to close at the 
time indicated in the program. 


The Luther League’s Report was 
presented by President Alvin H. 
Schaediger, who gave a forceful pre- 
sentation of several phases of the 
work of the organization. He then 
introduced the Secretary for Promo- 
tion, Rev. William J. Ducker, who 
addressed the convention on that 
phase of the work. The presentation 
was closed with a strong appeal from 
Dr. Paul M. Kinports, Executive 
Secretary. 


® Next U. L. C. A. Convention. 
Your Church moes forward with 
measured step, not being subject to 
panic or stampede. Her actions are 
intelligently well founded. It is al- 
ways a great experience to attend a 
convention of The United Lutheran 
Church in America. Don’t miss it, if 
ever the opportunity comes to you. 
The next convention will be held at 
Louisville, Kentucky, October, 1942. 


Be VaL a a Jak 


LUIFERAN WORLD 
ACTION 


A Gift from Every Member in this Crisis 
of our whole Church 


abe 
YY 


HE call for Lutheran World Action is made jointly 
under the sponsorship of the Lutheran World Coun- 
cil and the American section of the Lutheran World 


Convention. It is made with the full consent and ap- 
proval of all bodies represented by the National 
Lutheran Council. $500,000 is the amount needed to care for the 
Lutheran missions in all the world. Each organization within the 
Church is being asked to assist in the raising of these needed 


funds. 


Luther League may present the following: 


To help place this matter before the congregation the 


a two-act play, “In 


Times Like These,” written for the Lutheran Student Association. 
This play is in regard to the orphaned Lutheran missions and the 
plan of Lutheran World Action to save them. 


Your pastor has received a copy through the mail. Check 


with him regarding this play and if possible confer with him as to 
the presentation of same, at some time within the next few weeks. 
Vor further copies of the play, address The Lutheran World Con- 
vention, 39 E. 35th Street, New York City. 
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Invitations 
Write the invitations on paper cut in the shape of 
Christmas trees, bells, or stars. The following is a sug- 
gestion for an invitation: 
Three nights before Christmas 
When all through the town, 
Wise men and wise women 
Will be looking around 
For evenings of fun, 
And places of cheer, 
Don’t look any further, 
Come right over here 
For Thursday at eight. 
The time has been set, 
Bring a gift for another, 
And please don’t forget. 


Decorations 

Instead of the customary red and green decorations, 
use all white, with pieces of evergreen and holly for an 
added trim. Of course, a Christmas Tree should be 
trimmed. This may be done after all the guests have 
arrived, giving each a share in the trimming, or may be 
done beforehand. After the party, the tree might be 
taken to some institution of mercy, or perhaps to a 
private home where you know there will not be a 
Christmas tree. 


Refreshments 
Serve hot chocolate with marshmallows and cookies 
and red and green candies. If for a small group, it 
would be nice to have small sandwiches cut in the shape 
of stars or bells (which can be done with a cookie cutter) 
instead of the cookies. 


Gifts 
Instead of exchanging gifts, each guest should be 
asked to bring a gift that may be placed in a large box 
and taken to some institution (which has been previous- 
ly decided upon) or plans made to distribute these among 
needy families in your own territory. The nature of the 
gifts would have to depend upon the place of distribu- 
tion. 
Opening Mixer 
Small cards should be printed with the name of 
some toy upon them. As the guests arrive a card is 
pinned to their backs. They are to endeavor to guess 
what toy they represent. In order to guess the name 
of the toy he represents, he must ask questions that may 
be answered by yes or no. When he has guessed what 
he is, the card is transferred to the front and after all 
the guests have guessed who or what they are the leader 
proceeds with the next game. 


Christmas Bells 
Each guest is given a number of small bells, pos- 
sibly ten, and are told that each one is to attempt to get 
as many bells as possible before a specified time. This 
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Esther Bachofer and 
Connie Strandwitz 


may be continued for the entire evening, if desired. In 
order to get the bells from each other, you must refrain 
from saying “yes” or “no.” Each time you make some- 
one else say either “yes” or “no,” you may collect a 
bell from that person. If they make you say “yes” or 
“no,” they collect from you. The person having the 


largest number of bells is declared the winner. 


Hanging Up the Christmas Wreath 

Have someone draw a picture of a door and several 
Christmas wreaths. This game is played like pin the 
tail on the donkey. The wreaths should be numbered and 
of course, should have as many wreaths as guests. The 
players are blind-folded and see who can pin te wreath 
closest to the right place on the door. This may be 
made as large as a regular door, with large wreaths, or 
it may be done in miniature, using small wreaths. 


Snowball Throwing Contest 

Have a regular size Christmas wreath made or pur- 
chase one and suspend it from the ceiling so that it is 
at about shoulder level. Each player is given a snow- 
Lall (made from white crepe paper) and must throw it 
through the wreath. If desired, this may be done in 
teams. Of course, each time the snowball goes through 
the wreath, that counts one point for that team, or in- 
dividual. The one having the largest number of points, 
of course, wins. 

Popping Corn 

Secure enough “poppers” so that several persons 
may be popping corn at the same time. Have cello- 
phane paper bags and butter and salt. (The butter 
should be melted.) Have the guests pop the corn and 
others salt and butter it. Then place it in the cellophane 
bags, and when the gifts are distributed, the popcorn 
might also be distributed. 


Writing To Santa 

One person is selected to be it. He approaches one 
of the guests and says, “I am writing to Santa. What 
would you like to have?” The player then tells him what 
he would like to have. The trick to the game is, he must 
answer something that begins with the first letter of his 
last name. No one but the person who is “it” however, 
should know this. Therefore, if he should ask the first 
guest what he would like to have, and his last name be- 
gins with “W,” he must select something that begins 
with “W.” If he doesn’t, which is very likely, the per- 
son who is “it” will have to say, I’m sorry but you can’t 
have it. He then proceeds to the next person. Should 
the next person answer correctly, even though he doesn’t 
realize it, the person who is “it” says, all right, I’ll ask 
Santa for it. This continues until the guests realize 
why some are getting their gifts and others are not. The 
same guests may be asked several times until you are 
sure they can guess why they get their gifts sometimes 
and not others. 
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Educatic 
Pocket Testament league Day 
Pocket Testament league Rally Song 


HOW HE DID IT 

“Oh, I wish personal work did not seem so hard,” 
said a young Christian to another. “Somehow it is such 
an effort to begin the conversation when you want to 
talk to another about accepting Christ.” 

“Tt used to be difficult for me,” replied the second, 
“but not since I have become a member of the Pocket 
Testament League and have my little Testament always 
at hand as my tool, my surgeon’s instrument.” 

“How does that help you?” 

“Well, just let me show you. Suppose you are the 
person I am anxious to win for Christ.” 

Pulling from his pocket his neatly bound little Testa- 
ment he began, “Have you ever heard of the Pocket 
Testament League?” 

NOR” 


“Let me tell you, you've missed something then. 
It is a world-wide movement, members of which promise 
to do two things—to read a portion in the Bible each 
day and carry a Bible or Testament with them when- 
ever possible. I’m a member and so is practically every- 
one in our society. That’s how it happens that this little 
Book is in my pocket constantly. Wouldn’t you like to 
sign up as a League member yourself? It doesn’t cost 
you a cent to join. I have a blank Membership Card here 
and if you haven’t a Testament, let me present you with 
one like mine. A fellow has fourteen pockets; he might 
as well give one to the Lord. You will take it? Good! 
I’m glad you decided to join. It will be a blessing to 
you, old chap.” 


“The Bible reveals how God has worked and now 
works in human history and in the souls of men. It de- 
clares His truth, which means judgment upon all evil. 
It declares His love, which brings to men redemption 
and new life. It sets forth the Word of God’s truth and 
love uttered to us men in the living Person of His Son, 
our Lord Jesus Christ. To Him and to the Bible which 
speaks of Him we must return if out of these dark days 
we are to win life for ourselves and for the world.” 

—The Bishop of London 


“There is no literature in its history and its teach- 
ing so calculated to steady the mind and heart as this. 
While intensely human in its revelation of the experi- 
ences of men in hours of trial and of triumph, it never- 
theless has this one particular note: it ever sets the af- 
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fairs of men in relation to the Fact and Rule of God. 
It is an inexhaustable treasury of the revelation of the 
secrets of strength for man in the days of complexity 
and tension. Its one final message from beginning to 
end is that ‘The Lord reigneth;’ and the comfort of that 
fact is derived from the revelation it makes of the char- 
acter of that reigning God in the Person of Christ. 
Moreover, of that revelation the Cross is the central 
Light. No day in human history was darker than that 
of the day of Calvary, and yet that was the day of the 
shining forth of the ineffable glory of God.” 

—G. Campbell Morgan 


POCKET TESTAMENT LEAGUE 
RALLY SONG 
Carry Your Bible 

Carry your Bible with you, 

Let all its blessing outflow, 

It will supply you each moment, 

Take it wherever you go. 


Chorus: 
Take it wherever you go, 
Take it wherever you go, 
God’s message of love, 
Sent down from above, 
O take it wherever you go. 


Carry the word of pardon, 

Sweeter each day it will grow, 
Somewhere some heart will be waiting, 
Take it wherever you go. 


Carry the wondrous story, 

Tell it to hearts plunged in woe, 
This word of gracious redemption, 
Take it wherever you go. 


Carry the word of promise, 
Sinners unpardoned may know 
God’s path from sin unto safety, 
Take it wherever you go. 


Copies of this song with music can be 
secured from the | 
‘POCKET TESTAMENT LEAGUE, Inc., 
National Headquarters 


156 Fifth Avenue New York, New York 
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Social Mission of Havertord Center 


By SISTER ANNA MELVILLE, Deaconess in Charge 


Nearly two thousand years ago, there came that 
glad message to the shepherds keeping watch over their 
flocks, “Fear not: for, behold, I bring you good tidings 
of great joy, which shall be to all people. For unto you 
is born this day in the city of David a Saviour, which is 
Christ the Lord.” The Inner Mission Society of Phila- 
delphia and vicinity, through its work at Haverford 
Center, is bringing these same good tidings to hundreds 
of Negro neighbors. 


SISTER ANNA 
MELVILLE 


An Activity Group at Haverford Center 


We are told that Social Missions is Christianity in 
action. Certainly there is need for action in this field. 
What are we trying to do about it? 

Haverford Center is a Christian Community House, 
and we are trying to make it just that. Interest groups, 
such as arts, crafts, music and shop have been formed to 
provide activity for lesure time. Character building 
groups, such as Boy Scouts, Girl Scouts, Brownies, have 
been organized. Recreation, through organized play and 
game rooms, has been provided. A small library has 
been started and it is a great pleasure to see our chil- 
dren beginning to enjoy books. Study groups have been 
formed to help backward children or those who have 
lost time because of illness. The children have learned 
Haverford Center is located in a thickly populated that they have friends at the Center and bring many of 
section of our city. More than seventy-five per cent their problems to them. Our aim is to do preventive 
of the school chilcren in this section are Negroes. While work. 
225,000 people, or 10% of our population is Negro, they 
are responsible for 25% of our crime. In our immediate 
neighborhood, alone, there were more than two hundred 


boys, between the ages of 6 and 16 years, arrested, but 
not sentenced. This group, the potential criminal, is a 
challenge to us as Christians interested in our brothers’ 
welfare. The problems of our neighborhood girls are 
even greater. Christ died for these, our neighbors, as 
well as for the dark skinned youth of Africa. 

You may ask why this condition exists among 
Negro youth. Does it mean that he is just naturally 
worse than the white boy? I believe not. Home condi- 
tions have much to do with the cause. In our communi- 
ty a great many of the mothers must go out to work to 
support their families. This means that large numbers 
of our boys and girls are without supervision of any 
kind until late in the evening. Incomes are low and 
rents high in our neighborhood and so many families are 
crowded into one house. This adds to the problems of 
our people. Then, too, there is little or no provision Low wages, poor housing and ignorance, result in 
made for recreation for Negro youth, The street is his  ™any health problems. From the very beginning of our 
playgrounds, fighting, gambling and petty thieving, early work, four years ago, we have conducted a Well Baby 
become part of his “fun.” 


(Continued on Page 40) 
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“And there were in the 
same country shepherds 
abiding in the field, 
keeping watch over their 
Hack by night.”’ Luke 2:8 


The First Christmas Eve 


It was midnight on the hilltop, and the fire was dim and 
low, 

While the weary shepherds slumbered round the embers” 
dying glow, 

When a light shone round about them, brighter far than 
light of day. 

And they saw an angel standing in its pure and living ray. 

He was dressed in white apparel and his face was gravely 
sweet. 

And he spake unto them gently as they bowed them at his 
feet. 


“Fear ye not,” for they were troubled, “news of peace and 


joy I bring: 

For tonight in David’s city Christ is born: your Lord and 
King.” 

As he spoke, adown the heavens, borne as on the ocean's 
swell, 


Angel forms came floating nearer, angel voices tose and fell: 

“Unto God the highest glory. Peace om earth. to men 
good will,” 

Pealed the anthem that triumphant echoes down the ages 
still. 


And the angel vision vanished, and the song grew faint 
and far, 

Clear and radiant in the heavens steadfast shone the guiding 
star; 

Then they traveled on and onward till they reached the 
lonely shed, 

Where the King of all the nations in a manger leid His head. 

And the night was hushed and holy, while the star shone 
over them, 

And the angel-song rang softly: “Christ is born in 
Bethlehem!” 


Nineteen hundred years have fleeted since the shepherds 
heard that song. 

Since Judea’s hills were brightened by the presence of that 
throng; 

But adown the distant ages, when the Christmas tume 
draws near, 

And our hearths and homes are brightened with the 
Christmas warmth and cheer— 

When our hearts with love grow warmer as the light glows 
in a gem— 

Softly steals the angels’ message: “Christ is born in 
Bethlehem.” 
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The Legend of the Stars 
On the Night before Christmas. the ol 
legend runs. 
A candle is lighted on high 
To burn through the night for each one 
the world, 
Though we call them. “the stars in the 


my 


In 


And some of the candles are shining 
And some burn with memories clear: 
Some sparkle with hope: but some # 
And finally quite disappear. 


For they are the stars of the boys and the 

Whose kearts shrivel up as hope dies. 

Until. with the cendle whcse fame bas gore 
out, 

The happy light fades from their 

For Christmas to them is onl 

A tale which they long to be 


flicker out 
In the far-away sky. Christmas Eve! 


Peace, Light 


and Love 


we 


Nine 


Dominion 


Cc, R. CRONMILLER 


The Luther League of America wil! hold their twenty-thicd Biennial Convention in 


Kitchener-Waterloo, Ontario, Canada, July 3-7, 1941 


From Sea to Sea 

It is commonly reported that when the Fathers of 
Confederation were seeking a more complete name for 
Canada, one of their number in his devotional reading 
came upon the eighth verse of the 72nd Psalm: “He 
shall have dominion from sea to sea and from the river 
unto the ends of the earth.” Sir Leonard Tilley’s sug- 
gestion, arising from this Scripture, was adopted. Hence- 
forth the united Canadas were known as “The Dominion 
of Canada.” 


Ten 


\ 


But how was this Psalm verse to be translated into 
fact? Here was the work of the Church. She must pro- 
claim from sea to sea that “Righteousness exalteth a 
nation.” The Lutheran Church has played and is now 
playing her part in making known the source of true 
righteousness. 


Prince Edward Island 

When the fortress of Louisburg, Prince Edward 
Island, was captured by the British, 1745, John Ulmer, 
with a group of Lutheran men, was 
in the forefront of the battle. Two 
bells which had been sent to Louis- 
burg, 1735, by King Louis XV of 
France, were taken to Nova Scotia, 
1758. The St. Antoine Marie belli 
was purchased by Zion Lutheran 
Church, Lunenburg, N. S. The St. 
John bell was hung in the belfry 
of St. George’s Lutheran Church, 
Halifax. The province of Prince 
Edward Island has never been a 
fertile field for the Lutheran 
Church. The United Danish Luth- 
erans have a few congregations on 
the island. 


Nova Scotia 

A group of Lutheran settlers 
were among those who came to 
Nova Scotia, 1749, with the expe- 
dition led by Governor Cornwallis. 
Within a few years others followed. 
The Lutherans established their 
homes and organized congregations 
in Halifax and Lunenburg. Octo- 
ber 4, 1761, Johann Gottfried Jorpel 
examined and confirmed a class of 


seventeen Catechumens. This was 
the first Lutheran confirmation 
service on Canadian soil. Among 


the early pastors who served in 
Nova Scotia were: Bernard Michael 
Houseal, Frederick Schultz, Gott- 
lob Schmeisser and Ferdinand 
Temme. With the arrival of Rev. 
Charles Ernst Cossman, January 
17, 1835, a new day dawned for the 
Lutherans in Nova Scotia. Coss- 
man is sometimes called the Muhl- 
enberg of Nova Scotia. His head- 
quarters were at Lunenburg. In 
his autobiography he writes: “I 
traveled annually about 4000 miles 
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for many years and the most part in a saddle. I was 
sometimes so fatigued that my children stood plainly 
before my eyes but I could not recollect their names.” 
The present enrollment of the Nova Scotia Synod is 
over 3,000 confirmed members. These are organized in 
31 congregations. 


New Brunswick 

United Empire Loyalists of the Lutheran faith came 
to New Brunswick following the war which resulted in 
the independence of the U. S. A. Previously, in 1765, 
a small group of Lutherans had settled near the pres- 
ent site of Moncton, and at several places in Albert 
County. At that time Lutheran clergymen were very 
scarce, with the result that these people were absorbed 
into other communions. More recently, Danish immi- 
grants who have settled at Salmonhurst, Saint John, and 
Opohaqui have come under the spiritual care of the 
pastors of the United Danish Lutheran Church. 


Quebec 

July 20, 1629, Champlain surrendered the French 
fort at Quebec to the British. That was 130 years be- 
fore the well-known conquest by Wolfe. The chaplain 
of the British forces, 1629, was a Lutheran pastor. He 
remained in Quebec for three years and for a brief 
period of time was held as a prisoner in a Roman 
Catholic monastery. On February 19, 1631, the Lutheran 
chaplain baptized Elizabeth Couillard whose mother was 
the daughter of Louis Hebert, the first Canadian farmer. 
In 1776 another Lutheran clergyman, Rey. Frederick 
Melsheimer, arrived in Quebec. He was the chaplain of 
the Brunswick Dragoons. In his journal we read, “Those 
of the Lutherans who have settled in this city attend the 
English Church as there is no Lutheran preacher in 
these parts. At present we have Divine Service in a 
chapel built for sailors.” The first permanent Lutheran 
congregation was organized in Montreal, 1853. It is yet 
active. The Lutheran Church now has English, German, 
Danish, Finnish, and Hungarian congregations in Mon- 
treal. A chaplain under the Board of Social Missions 
has worked in this city since 1926. Elsewhere in the 
province of Quebec congregations are established at 
Ladysmith, Schwartz, High Falls and Inlet. 


Ontario 

United Empire Loyalists, whose Palatine fathers 
had settled in the province of New York, 1710, came to 
Ontario, 1784, and established their homes along the St. 
Lawrence River a little east of the town of Morrisburg. 
These pioneers organized a Lutheran Church immedi- 
ately upon their arrival, and within a few years erected 
a church, It was the first Lutheran church and one of 
the first Protestant churches in Ontario. Their first 
pastor was Rey. Samuel Schwertfeger, a founder of the 
New York Synod. Later they were served by Herman 
Hayunga, formerly a tutor at Hartwick Seminary. St. 
John’s, the mother congregation, is still active and is 
surrounded by three daughter congregations situated at 
Williamsburg, Morrisburg, and Dunbar. One of the sons 
of the Williamsburg congregation, Rev. John Whitteker, 
became quite prominent in the Lutheran Church in the 
U. S. A. About 1793 another group of Lutherans settled 
in Markham and Vaughan townships, twenty miles north 
of Toronto. As a representative of these congregations, 
Adam Keffer made a long trip on foot to the meeting 
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of the Pittsburgh Synod, 1849, to plead for pastors who 
would be willing to serve in Ontario. Within a few 
years several pastors responded so that in 1853 the 
Canada Conference of the Pittsburgh Synod was or- 
ganized, which in turn became the Evangelical Lutheran 
Synod of Canada, 1861. The Canada Synod has at the 
present time, 70 pastors, 104 congregations, 32,000 bap- 
tized members. The twin cities of Kitchener and Water- 
loo form the centre of Lutheranism in Ontario, where is 
situated Waterloo College and Seminary. 


The Canada Synod has given to the Church in the 
United States such prominent men as Rev. F. W. Otter- 
bein, D.D., Chicago, Illinois; Rev. A. A. Zinck, D.D., 
Milwaukee, Wisconsin; Rev. Ernst Neudoerffer, Jr., 
D.D., and Rev. Leon E. L. Irschick, missionaries to 
India, are carried on the roll of the Canada Synod, and 
also the late Rev. Aden B. MacIntosh, D.D., and the late 
Rey. Professor M. Hadwin Fischer, D.D. 


The Prairie Provinces 

Manitoba, Saskatchewan and Alberta form the field 
of the Manitoba Synod. The Icelanders who settled in 
Manitoba and Saskatchewan about 1880 were the first 
Lutheran group in the Western provinces. They have 
maintained a separate identity throughout the years, 
but have cooperated with the U. L. C. A. in mission work 
in Japan. It is expected that at the 1940 convention 
the Icelandic Synod will become a constituent Synod of 
the U. L. C. A. At Churchill, Manitoba, Rev. Rasmus 
Jensen, the first Lutheran pastor to serve on Canadian 
soil, conducted Lutheran services, 1619-20, as chaplain 
of a Danish expedition. He died and was buried in 
Canada, February 20, 1620. Norwegian, Danish, and 
Swedish congregations are numerous in the western 
provinces. They are organized into conferences and are 
affiliated with the general bodies in the U. S. A. The 
Missouri Synod and the American Lutheran Church are 
also quite active in this part of Canada. Lutheran col- 
leges of the various conferences and synods are situated 
at Winnepeg, Camrose, Outlook, Regina, Saskatoon, and 
Edmonton. The theological seminary of the Manitoba 
Synod is at Saskatoon, Saskatchewan. 


British Columbia 

In this province the Missouri Synod and the Scan- 
dinavian Synods have been more active than the 
U. L. C. A. However, through the work of the Pacific 
Synod, the U. L. C. A. has established a few congrega- 
tions in the vicinity of Vancouver and. Victoria. During 
recent drought years many Lutherans from the prairie 
provinces moved to British Columbia. Some of these 
have been lost to the U. L. C. A., but fortunately have 
been absorbed by other Lutheran bodies. 


Canada has a population of 11,000,000, of whom 
400,000 are Lutherans. It is a regrettable fact that but 
half of these have been found and are being served by 
the nine district synods. 


Members of the Lutheran Church have played a 
part in the literary and political life of the Dominion. 
Among the Lutherans who have held seats in parliament 
we mention the following: Major Henry Merkley, John 
Cook, James W. Cook, Simon S. Cook, George A. Clare, 
William George Weichel, Sir Adam. Beck, John Benne- 
wies; Wm. D. Euler, Arza Clair Casselman, Karl Ho- 
muth, Albert Totzke, Olaf Hanson. 


Eleven 


ibe pistons 


Ce 


Advent macks the beginning of the Christian’s Year 


HEN we hear our pastor announce the text for 

the “Third Sunday after Epiphany” or the 

“Twelfth Sunday after Trinity,’ it may seem 
quite mysterious to some of us. But the church year 
really is not so very complicated if we would only take 
time to acquaint ourselves with it. 

The year is divided into four seasons according to 
the movements of the sun. So also the Church Year is 
divided into seasons. But the center of the Church Year 
is Jesus Christ, the “sun of righteousness,’ and the 
seasons are arranged according to the main events in 
His life. The four seasons of the Church Year are 
Christmas, Easter, Pentecost, and Trinity. Let us con- 
sider each of these a little more in detail. 


The Church Year begins with the four Sundays in 
Advent, which are the four Sundays just before Christ- 
mas. Advent means “coming.” The purpose of these texts 
is to prepare us for the coming of Christ. So we find such 
messages as that of John the Baptist: “Prepare ye the 
way of the Lord.” During this season we also have 
some texts that remind us of the second coming of 
Christ. Then comes Christmas Day with the glad tid- 
ings of the Savior’s birth. The Gospel texts for Sun- 
day after Christmas tell us about the visit of the little 
Child to the temple where Simeon and Anna saw Him 
atid rejoiced in the fulfillment of God’s promise to Israel. 
Then we have New Year and Sunday after New Year. 
The sixth day of January is called “Epiphany,” which 
‘means manifestation or revelation. On this day we com- 
memorate the coming of the Wise Men. On that day 
Jesus was manifested to the Gentiles for the first time, 
hence the name—Epiphany. The Sundays that follow 
this day derive their name from it and are called “First 
Sunday after Epiphany,” “Second Sunday after Epiph- 
any,” etc. There may be as many as six of these Sun- 
davs, depending on how late Easter comes. This year 
(1940) there were only two of these Sundays, because 
Easter came on the earliest possible date. 


The second season of the Church Year centers about 
Easter. The Lenten Season comes just before Easter, 
even as the Advent Season leads up to Christmas. But 
just before we begin the Sundays in Lent we have 
three Sundays with difficult names: Septuagesima, Sexa- 
gesima, and Quinquagesima. Every year we hear those 
names read on the three Sundays before Lent. No doubt 
they have made a great impression upon us. But their 
meaning is simply “seventy,” “sixty,” and “fifty.” These 
Sundays come approximately so many days before 
Easter. There are some beautiful texts for these Sun- 
days, including the one with this verse: “Behold the 
Lamb of God that beareth the sin of the world.” That 
is a good introduction to the Lenten season when we 
are to behold Christ on His way up to Jerusalem where 
He was sacrificed for our sins. Palm Sunday introduces 
Holy Week. In our Gospel for that day we see Christ 
riding into Jerusalem while His friends sing: “Hosanna 
to the Son of David! Blessed is he that cometh in the 
name of the Lord!” And they cut branches from the 
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trees and strewed them in the way. That is where we 
get the name, Palm Sunday. The texts for Holy Thurs- 
day and Good Friday deal with the events that took 
place on those days, the institution of the Lord’s Sup- 
per, the arrest, the trial, the crucifixion, the death, and 
the burial of Christ. Easter Sunday completes this sea- 
son with the joyous message of resurrection. 

Pentecost is the third festival of the Church Year. 
This day comes seven weeks after Easter. The six 
Suridays between Easter and Pentecost are called “First 
Sunday after Easter,” “Second Sunday after Easter,” 
etc. But they really belong to the Pentecost season as 
the texts are chosen to prepare our minds and hearts 
for the coming of the Holy Spirit. As the Advent Sea- 
son prepares us for Christmas and the Lenten Season 
prepares us for Easter, so these six Sundays after Easter 
prepare us for Pentecost. Of course, we all know that 
Pentecost is the day on which the Holy Spirit came 
upon the disc‘ples. Jesus had promised to send the Holy 
Spirit and fill them with the power. Now Peter preached 
with such power that three thousand souls were saved. 
That has been called the “Birthday of the Church.” 

The fourth season of the Church Year is the Trinity 
Season. It begins with the first Sunday after Pentecost, 
Trinity Sunday. This season lasts until the end of the 
Church Year and may have as many as twenty-seven 
Sundays. You will notice that this is fully half of the 
Church Year. Naturally the texts for this season cover 
the greater part of the ministry of Christ. The Gospels 
for the first half of the year told us what Christ did for 
us. The texts for the second half of the year tell us 
what He wants to do in us. He tells us to go into all 
the world and make disciples of all the nations. He 
tells us to deny ourselves and take up the cross and fol- 
low Him. The last Sundays of this season remind us 
of the coming of Christ and how we ought to be ready 
at all times. There we find the parable of the ten vir- 
gins ond what will take place on judgment day. 

We want to notice in closing that there are three 
great festivals in the Church Year, one for each of the 
three persons in the Trinity. Theré is Christmas, when 
the angels sang: “Glory to God in the highest!” “For 
God so loved the world that He gave His only begotten 
Son.” “Thanks be unto God for His unspeakable gift.” 
Christmas tells us of what God the Father did that we 
might be saved. Then we have Easter with the story of 
our redemption through the suffering, death, and resur- 
rection of Christ. In this season it is God the Son that 
is the center. It tells us what He did that we might be 
saved. Then at Pentecost we have the Holy Spirit as 
the center. There we find what the Third Person in the 
Trinity does in order that we may be saved. The re- 
mainder of the year is used to teach us what the fruits 
of such a great salvation ought to be in our lives. So 
we see that there is a beautiful plan in the arrangement 
of the Church Year, a plan which has as its aim to show 
us the whole life of Christ and to proclaim the whole 
plan of salvation that God has for us.—Rudolph Larson, 
in “The Luther League Helper.” 
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CENTENARY CELEBRATION 

The year 1940 is the centenary of David Living- 
stone’s departure for Africa. He sailed from London on 
the eighth of December, 1840, disembarked at Simon’s 
Bay on March 11th and reached Cape Town on March 
15, 1841. This is indeed an event that recalls the life 
and work of a great missionary, and especially in view 
of our efforts as The Luther League of America, during 
this biennium, to support the mission of our Church in 
Africa. 

It is not a mere play on the name of David Living- 
stone in this centenary celebration to recall the well- 
known sentence of Peter in which he speaks of ‘fa Liv- 
ing Stone, disallowed indeed of men, but chosen of God 
and precious.” It is a title which he uses of our blessed 
Lord, but for this very reason it may find a copy in 
mortal men who are His disciples, as it surely did in 
the man whose own name it strangely indicated with 
peculiar fitness. 

It ought to find the same striking copy in us all. 
The apostle’s immediate application of the name is this: 
“Ye also are Living Stones in God’s sacred altar, and 
at the same time priests to offer up spiritual sacrifices 
thereon, acceptable to God by Jesus Christ,’ and mark 
the further application, if we be destitute of missionary 
consecration: “Unto those who are disobedient” (here 
remember the Lord’s absolute command, Go ye into all 
the world) “this Living Stone becomes a stone of 
stumbling and a rock of offence.” 

Then finally comes the positive side of the same 
truth, as radiant with sunshine as the negative is black 
with shadow. “But ye are a chosen generation to show 
forth the praises of Him who hath called you out of 
darkness into His marvelous light.” This is precisely 
what He is now doing to Livingstone’s loved Africa, 
through us who celebrate this centennial. He is calling 
the Dark Continent out of its midnight gloom into His 
marvelous light. 


“LIVINGSTONE THE LIBERATOR” 
James I. MacNair 


The study of a dynamic personality by James 
I. MacNair. This is a new life of David Living- 
stone written in commemoration of the Cente- 
nary Celebration of Livingstone’s departure for, 
and arrival in Africa, 1840-1841. The book is in- 
tensely interesting. In it Mr. MacNair gives a de- 
tailed account of Livingstone’ s boyhood, presenting 
also for the first time the true story of Living- 
stone’s eldest son, Robert. 

It is illustrated and contains five specially 
drawn maps showing Livingstone’s journeys. 

A very good book to read in view of our mis- 
sionary project in Africa. 


Order from the United Lutheran Publication 
House, 1228 Spruce Street, Philadelphia, Pa., Price 
75 cents. 


Have you used the Skit, 
“FOOD FOR THOUGHT?” 


This has been prepared for the promotion of the 
Sustaining Membership Fund. Others have used it and 
have enjoyed presenting it. We are sure you will. 


Copies may be secured free, from The Luther League 
of America, 405 Muhlenberg Building, 1228 Spruce St. 
Philadelphia, Penna. 
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CHRISTIAN SERVICE IN MEDICINE 

GLENN R. FRYE, M.D., Richard Baker Hospital, Hickory, N. C. 

Every individual who is planning his career should 
give some consideration as to what opportunities he 
would have for Christian service in his chosen work. 
There are opportunities in every legitimate profession 
or trade for service if one wishes to make use of them. 
Those who come in contact each day with a large num- 
ber of people have the most opportunities to exert an in- 
fluence for good upon their lives. 


When one reads the life of Christ, one sees repeated 
examples of His preaching, teaching, healing, each of 
the three having an important place in His mission 
here on earth. The choice of a medical career gives one 
an opportunity for Christian service which is second 
only to that of the ministry and teaching professions. I[t 
brings one into closer and more intimate contact with the 
lives of his patients than other professions. It has been 
truly said that “We admit our pastor-to our parlor, our 
lawyer to our study, but the physician walks into our 
bedroom unannounced.” 

This close relationship between doctor 
affords the opportunity for council and advice which may 
influence the trend of his life in different ways. 


The educational requirements necessary to become a 
physician qualifies him to become a leader in the Church 
and the community in which he lives. The example he 
sets by his educational and professional attainments can 
have a splendid influence upon the youth of that com- 
munity. 

The service among the poor and needy is always a 
part of the work of every physician. With the treat- 
ment of the physical ailment there is the chance to min- 
ister to the welfare of the soul also at the same time. 
Undoubtedly the physician saves more lives than souls, 
but when a life is saved the individual and his family are 
generally so grateful that an influence for good is exerted 
on their lives for many years to come. Many go to their 
physician for advice on matters other than physical ail- 
ments, and here again he may help them over many 
rough spots in the road of life and make them live in a 
light of Christian Service—Edmilise. 


and patient 


new 


When You Come To The End of a Perfect Year 


“Perfect Day” 
E. FRITTS 


Tune: 
REV. D. 

When you come to the end of a perfect year, 
And the work for our Master’s done. 
With the Luther League to our hearts more dear; 
And the young folks gained and won. - 
Do you think that at the end of that perfect year 
The reward will be worth our while 
When we count the days that were filled with praise 
And the joys of honest toil? 


Let us launch out right for the coming yest, 

Let us read our programs and plans; 

That our work may be real and the goals all clear; 
And all push with willing hands. 

THEN we'll come to the end of a perfect yede: 
And bring our sheaves in His name, 

While our banner shall float with a triumph note; 
And the world shall sing our fame. 
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1941 BROTHERHOOD TOPIC STUDIES 


Members of The Luther League of America are al- 
ways interested to know what is happening in the other 
auxiliaries of the Church. Leaguers will rejoice to know 
that the membership in the Brotherhood of the United 
Lutheran Church has been constantly increasing during 
the past few years and that a growing number of local 
Brotherhoods are using the official topic studies which 
are provided for that auxiliary. During the coming year 
the topic studies for the Brotherhood will again be pre- 
pared by the Parish and Church School Board under the 
general theme, “Christian Goals For Brotherhood Men.” 


The monthly studies will be: 


January—Giving the Bible Its Rightful Place 
February—Developing a Personal Faith 
March—Promoting the Prayer Life 
April—Linking the Church to the Home 
May—Fostering Christian Fellowship 
June—Improving the Church Property 
July—Promoting Christian Reading 
August—Safeguarding Community Life 
September—Securing Adequate Educational 


Equipment 
October—Serving Through the Brotherhood 
November—Supporting the Causes of the Church 
December—Promoting Visual Education 


EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE MEETS 
IN JANUARY 


The Executive Committee of The Luther 
League of America will hold its annual business 
meeting January 20-22, 1941, in the Muhlenberg 
Building, Philadelphia, Pa. 

Any matters that the State or Synodical 
Leagues may have to bring to the attention of the 
Executive Committee should be in the hands of 
the Executive Secretary not later than December 


15, 1940. 


For That Christmas Gift 


oe aoa a ae eC 


“CHRISMUS GIF, MASSA! 
CHRISMUS GIF, MISTIS!” 


There! The Luther League of America has 
kotched you, and it’s up to you to give it a 
Christmas gift. 


On the old Southern Plantation there was a 
custom that prevailed among the darkies on Christ- 
mas morning. Early in the morning they could 
be found placing themselves in advantageous places 
to catch the Master and Mistress of the Planta- 
tion. The person who is caught, i. e., who is 
greeted first with the salutation, “Christmas gift,” 
was expected to give a present to the one who 
catches him. “Chrismus gift, massa! Chrismus gift, 
mistis!” rang out on all sides as the Master and 
Mistress emerged from their bedroom on Christ- 
mas morning and it was a disappointed darky who 
had to say, “Massa done kotch me.” 


Usually shouts of joy rang out for it was, 
“Chrismus gif, massa! I’se kotched massa! Please 
buy me a fiddle, Sah!” 


With the confidence and trust of the old-time 
darky that a gift was forthcoming if he kotched 
his master, the Luther League of America places 
its confidence and trust in those of you who have 
not yet contributed this year to the Sustaining 
Membership Fund. It knows that it will not be 
disappointed and that you will consider yourself 
kotched by the title of this article, and will hasten 
to give; so that the Contributing, Sustaining, Gift, 
Alumni and Memorial Memberships will come 
pouring in as Christmas gifts to the youth organi- 
zation of our Church. Send your gift to The 
Luther League of America today. 

MILDRED GARTELMANN, Chairman 
Sustaining Membership Committee 


POSS RS POE PO POR a ee ea eee 


A subscription to The Luther League Review is 
an all ’round the year Christmas Gift. Your 
Luther League friend will always remember your 
Merry Christmas thought as the attractive issues 
are received each month. 


And the Subscription Price? 
Only $1.25 per year! 


Send your Gift Subscription with Remittance to 


THE LUTHER LEAGUE OF AMERICA 
Philadelphia, Penna. 


1228 Spruce Street 


LUTHER LEAGUE REVIEW 


Fourteen 


Seniors and Young People 


LUTHER LEAGUE REVIEW AND 
LUTHER LEAGUE TOPICS 


INTERMEDIATE TOPICS 


December 1, 1940 
First Sunday in Advent 


GETTING READY FOR CHRISTMAS 
Luke 4:18, 19 


Miss Laura Vroom, North Plainfield, New Jersey 


December well might be called the “Queen of the 
Months.” It is the month that brings the day when we 
celebrate the birth of Christ Jesus, who, though born 
2000 years ago in a lowly manger, still lives in the hearts 
of all Christians. December is the month when God ful- 
filled the prophecy of Isaiah, when He brought One to 
earth to give peace and good will to all mankind. It is 
Jesus who is teaching us the “way of life.” On that first 
Christmas preparations were made for His birthday. 


God’s Preparation for the Birth and Work 
of Our Saviour 

Mary, the mother of Jesus, and Joseph, His father, 
were told by the Angel of the Lord that Mary was to 
be the mother of One who was to be called Jesus. In 
Luke 2:32, 33 we read, “He shall be great, and shall be 
called the Son of the Highest; and the Lord God shall 
give unto Him the throne of His father David. And 
He shall reign over the house of Jacob for ever; and 
of His kingdom there shall be no end.” 

On the eve of the birth of Jesus, we find the inn 
at Bethlehem filled—and only a stable for Mary and 
Joseph to rest in. We picture shepherds on the hillside 
receiving the message of good will and joy by a bright 
light and the Angels. Then they sought the manger and 
their praise was given to God for His wonderful Gift. 

We read tonight that Jesus was anointed by the 
Spirit of the Lord to preach, heal, and deliver those who 
need Him. Jesus prepared Himself for this work by be- 
ing alone with God—talking to His Heavenly Father and 
listening for His instruction. It was only after medita- 
tio, study of the Bible, and prayer that Jesus did the 
work God had planned for Him to do. 


The World Prepares For Christmas 

How do we prepare for the celebration of the festival 
of Christ’s birthday? Let us first think of the material 
or the worldly preparations. Scarcely has Thanksgiving 
passed than we find our store windows undergoing 
radical changes. Reds and greens predominate. Beauti- 
ful toys, clothes, and articles of luxury adorn the show 
windows of our stores. Each store tries to outdo its 
competitor in seasonal decorations. Signs, “What to 
give her for Christmas,” “What to give him for Christ- 
mas,” “This store remains open until 9 P. M. for Christ- 
mas shoppers,” are seen in many windows. The more 
elaborate gift you can buy for your family and friends, 
the more popular you are. Shoppers are encouraged— 
even urged—to purchase Christmas gifts ahead of time. 
“Buy now—pay later’ is the slogan often used. 
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Intermediate, Senior and Young People’s Topics 


Leaders of the Devotional Meetings will need the following materials: 


Intermediates 


LUTHER LEAGUE REVIEW and 
INTERMEDIATE QUARTERLY HELPS 


FOR DECEMBER, 1940 


Conversation before Christmas at almost any social 
gathering turns toward the topic of “What do you want 
for Christmas?” Do we hear an answer like this, “Peace, 
love, and the inspiration to live more like Him,” or “I'd 
like to make my life more like Christ's?” Unfortunately, 
those thoughts seem to be pushed far into the back- 
ground. We do hear a long list of luxuries we could 
well do without. 

Christmas Eve comes and many places of business 
remain open later to accommodate the last minute 
customers who have put off their shopping until the 
last day. That leaves the clerks weary after a long day’s 
work trying to please the customer. Often he is much 
too tired to attend the services of worship on the eve 
of such an important religious evyent—the birth of the 
Saviour of the world. 

We might well ask ourselves, “What can we get 
from such preparations for a sacred holiday?” Let us 
now turn to a Christian’s way of preparing for Christ- 
mas to see how his way differs from that of the mate- 
rial-minded and the selfish, 


The Christian ‘Prepares For Christmas 

For four weeks before the festival of Christmas, we 
have the Advent season in our worship services. It is 
the time when sincere Christians avail themselves of 
every opportunity to prepare for the coming celebration 
—that of the birth of our Saviour. The church—the 
place of worship—is where we receive instruction and 
inspiration as to the proper preparation for this time. 
We must be ready to listen for the words which apply 
directly to us. For we have the promise that the Holy 
Ghost will ever be present to guide us in the proper way. 

Another name for Christ’s birthday is “God’s gift 
to the world.” We, too, think of giving at this time. 
We think of those who are in need, and try to fill their 
needs as best we can. This might mean giving of money, 
clothing, food, or fuel, and yet there are other ways of 
giving, too. Perhaps some families need our services- 
We can willingly give of our time and energy to relieve 
those who are tired. We can give a cheerful word of 
encouragement to those who are disheartened. We can 
help bring others to our houses of worship so they too 
can hear the words of our Father and learn Jesus’ way- 

In Mrs. Margaret Seebach’s book, “The Marigold 
Horse,” we are told of a young Japanese couple, Hiro 
and Etsu, who had moved to a new part of the city to 
set up business. In the part where they had been they 
had learned of Jesus. Hiro and Etsu were followers of 
Him. In this part of the city all the Japanese people 
still worshipped Buddha. They had not had anyone tell 
them the story of Jesus. These two young people 
scarcely felt that they were ready to do the teaching and 
asked for a missionary. But none had come. At Christ- 
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mas time Hiro and Etsu tried to think of a way they 
could tell these people of Jesus. Etsu thought of a splen- 
did way. She told Hiro that they would decorate their 
window with a Christmas tree with lights on it at night 
and bright balls and tinsel on it in the day. This would 
make people ask questions. Then they could easily tell 
of Jesus. From the other part of the city where the 
mission station was located they secured Japanese testa- 
ments. After they had told the story of Jesus simply, 
they gave these testaments to the people to read. The 
people became so interested that soon a Japanese Chris- 
tian was sent there to teach the way of Jesus. You see, 
Hiro and Etsu had to prepare the way to have people 
want to know about Jesus. 

Is your life and mine so shining with Christ’s love 
that those who do not know Him ask us what makes us 
so happy and willing to do all we can for others? When 
the time comes, are we prepared to tell the story of 
Jesus to others? Let us remember to follow Jesus’ ex- 
ample of prayer and meditation in getting ready for 
His birthday. Try to make this truly your best Christ- 
mas by following Jesus’ way. 

Our Gifts from the Christmas Experiences 

We may ask, “What gifts do we receive from a 
Christian’s celebration of this Holy Day?” 

Perhaps one of the first gifts is that of love. If we 
have that spirit in our hearts, we do not need riches or 
gold. Love can not be purchased by gold. It is a thing 
created in us because God first loved us and has done 
so much for us. If we truly love Him, then we will love 
our fellow men. 

We will develop kindness. Kind words, deeds, and 
thoughts are always with us throughout the entire year. 

Closely akin to this is helpfulness. We need to give 
a helping hand whenever it is needed. Perhaps it is 
just helping someone across a street, or running an 
errand for someone who is ill. Always there is the need 
of the gift of helpfulness. 

Loyalty follows in any kind of work or play—at 
home, at church, at school, at work. To each we will be 
loyal if we have faithfully prepared ourselves for His 
birthday. 

We will receive joy and peace from the acts we 
perform, and from our work and worship. 

All these gifts are the gifts of the Christ Child if 
we will but learn of Him and receive His spirit into our 
hearts at this season of the year. Our Christmas will be 
the merriest we have ever known if the true spirit of 
Christ dwells in our hearts at this season and continues 
with us in all the seasons that follow. 


December 8, 1940 
Second Sunday in Advent 
POCKET TESTAMENT LEAGUE 
Psalm 119 :89-96 
Harold Haas, The Lutheran Seminary at Philadelphia, Pa. 


Less than eight hundred years ago, men lost their 
lives because they dared to translate the Bible into lan- 
guages which all men and women could understand. 
Large Bibles were chained to desks in churches and 
very few people were able to read them because they 
were in Latin. The first Bibles printed in the English 
language had to be smuggled into England and severe 
punishments were imposed upon anyone caught reading 
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them. In spite of this, however, the practice of trans- 
lating and reading the Scriptures continued to spread 
until today we find that they have been translated into 
more than a thousand languages and dialects, and have 
penetrated into every part of the world. 

Today the Bible is an open book. No longer do 
we have to read it secretly, in fear that there will be a 
knock on the door and someone will take us to prison 
for doing so. Yet unfortunately, so many people have 
such poor memories. They forget to read in the Book 
in which they can find out what is God’s will concern- 
ing them. Then again, many people are so busy—so busy 
that they don’t have time to spend a while each day with 
God’s Word. 

Today is Universal. Bible Sunday. That means a 
day upon which people all over are giving a little extra 
thought as to what the Bible means. To us this day 
is one upon which we think especially of the Pocket 
Testament League. You know what this League is. 
There are many thousands of boys and girls, men and 
women all over the world who have become members of 
this League by signing a card saying they promise to 
carry a New Testament with them at all times, and read 
a portion of it daily. 


Why Read God’s Word? 

We are the young people of the Church and as young 
people we are asking questions. An important one we 
should think about is: Why should we read God’s Word? 

1. By reading God’s Word we come to know Him 
better. A man sitting down before a clicking telegraph 
key has all the materials he needs to receive a message. 
The wires are all intact, the electricity is on, but still 
the dots and dashes are meaningless unless he has be- 
forehand learned what they mean. God may be speak- 
ing to us in life, but unless we have studied His Word, 
His message is often unheeded or not understood. 

2. We need something sure by which to guide our 
lives. Young people have to face many problems. This 
is especially true today when we are more “on our own” 
than young people ever were before. We want to live 
our lives in a way that will bring the most happiness to 
others and to ourselves. People have found time and 
time again that God’s way is the only way of doing this. 

Years ago, some people, when faced with a prob- 
lem, would stick a pin into the pages of their Bible. On 
that page, they then thought, the answer to their ques- 
tion would be found. But the Bible doesn’t work that 
way. It isn’t a book of magic. Only by constant study 
of this Book can we learn God’s answers to the prob- 
lems of life. 

3. As a service to the Church. The Church needs 
intelligent men and women. Can you imagine what would 
have happened if the disciples had been uncertain about 
the things Jesus had told them? The people would have 
flocked away from them instead of to them. Suppose 
missionaries or pastors in speaking to someone of Jesus 
were to start out by saying, “I think Jesus said some- 
thing like this, but I’m not sure.” Very few would listen. 
We, too, are missionaries and must be sure of what the 
Scriptures have to say. 


Why Carry God’s Word? 
Then we want to think of a second question: Why 
should we carry God’s Word? Not long ago a friend 
and I were traveling on a subway. Not having much to 
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talk about we both began reading our New Testaments. 
When we looked up again, two other people in the car 
were doing the same thing. What we had done had in- 
fluenced them. What the four of us were doing must 
surely have influenced the dozen other people who were 
watching. 

Are you ashamed to read God’s Word in public? 
If you are, then you are ashamed of Jesus, ashamed of 
men and women who gave up all that we might know of 
Him, ashamed of courageous men and women who stood 
before emperors who were threatening them with death, 
and said, “We believe in Christ!” 

Having a New Testament with you at all times 
makes your reading much easier. Traveling from place 
to place, or sitting about idly offers a wonderful oppor- 
tunity to read. If your New Testament is in your pocket 
or pocket-book, it will be read. Otherwise you may find 
yourself each day putting off your reading until the to- 
morrow that never comes. 

Finally, think of the joy there is in being one of 
the thousands of people all over the world who are carry- 
ing and reading their New Testaments. As you take out 
your Bible there are people all over doing the same 
thing. In doing it you are telling others that, “Christ's 
way of life is my way of life.” 

The Bible, You, and Today’s World 

In conclusion, let us consider the relation of the 
Bible to us as individuals in our modern world. Things 
have happened and are happening in the world today that 
are contrary to the teaching of the Bible. We find that 
the world is a different place from what we would like 
to have it be. Jesus taught: love your enemies! But we 
don’t find much love in war. Armies are built up not to 
spread good will, but to deal out death and destruction. 
When we get out of school and look for jobs we some- 


times find it is the person with “pull” who seems to get- 


ahead. The business world offers so many temptations 
to doing things that are not Christian. 

What are you going to do? Will you be strong and 
follow the Christian way of life even if it means paddling 
against a swift current? Or will you sit by helplessly 
and be swept along by the stream? It all depends on 
the foundations upon which you are building now. If 
it is on God’s Word, then you will be one of the brave 
men and women who dare to live victorious lives. 

Columbus pressed forward resolutely to his goal. 
Though storms threatened, his crew murmured against 
him, and he didn’t know what was ahead, his courageous 
words were: “Sail on!” He knew he was going in the 
right direction because he had his compass. The compass 
by which we guide our lives is our Bible. We must 
know it thoroughly though, and this can be done only 
by daily study. With this as our guide, though all else 
seems wrong, we will still be able to say, “Onward!” 

(Note: Pocket Testament League supplies should be ordered 
early from The Luther League of America, 1228-1234 Spruce Street, 
Philadelphia, Pa. They include applications for membership and a 


pamphlet describing the movement.) 


December 15, 1940 
Third Sunday in Advent 
CHRISTMAS COLORS AND DECORATIONS 


Luke 1:30-33 
Miss Frances Miller, Shenandoah, Virginia 
Note to Leader: As each Leaguer enters the room, 
pin on his or her coat collar a sprig of holly. Have the 
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room decorated thus: Lighted candles (red if possible) 
in the windows, a picture of Christ where it may be seen 
by all, a poinsettia plant or a vase with several artificial 
ones in it (these may be obtained from the dime store), 
and a Christmas tree decorated with tinsel, red, green, 
gold, blue, and silver balls, with a star at the top. 


Introduction 

Many are the legends that have been woven around 
Christmas colors and decorations. We are not so much 
interested in these legends as we are in finding out how 
these colors and decorations can help us see Christ and 
His life as an example and His teachings as our guide. 
For our study let us examine the Christmas colors: 
Green, red, silver, blue and gold; and the decorations: 
The Christmas tree, the candles, the star, holly, the 
poinsettia and tinsel. We believe these colors and decor- 
ations used so much at Christmas time can recall to 
mind the Christ Child, His life and teachings, so that 
we in using them may be more conscious of the real 
meaning of Christmas. 


“Green” as Symbolical of Life 

Green has been for years one of the most commonly 
used Christmas colors. Most trees used for decoration 
are green; the holly has green leaves. We might think 
of this color as symbolical of life, for in a plant it is 
the first green leaves that tell us the plant is alive. Ap- 
plying this to the Christmas season we think of the birth 
of the Christ, when God came to earth to live as you 
and I. As we set up and decorate our Christmas tree, 
hang the holly, and wrap our gifts with lovely shades 
of green paper and ribbons, let us think of the joy, 
peace and happiness the coming of the Saviour brought 
to the world. 


“Red” as Symbolical of Christ’s Blood 

Almost in the same breath one thinks of the color 
red with the green at Christmas time. Red candles for 
the windows and table, red poinsettias, red balls and 
bells are everywhere in evidence. Red is a 
strong and vigorous character as exemplified 
of our Saviour. These traits in His possession 
the strength to die the death of the cross. Could not 
this color used at Christmas-tide bring to mind His 
death and the blood He shed that we might live and 
make us truly thankful that He was strong enough to 
do God’s will? How barren would be this world if 
Christ had not suffered the death of the cross, if He had 
not made the supreme sacrifice! 


symbol of 
in the life 
gave Him 


“Silver” as Symbolical of Christ’s Resurrection 

The of this color is more recent than either 
green or red. The star, the silver table decorations, the 
tinsel and balls on the tree, the silver wrapping paper 
and ribbons are familiar to us all. How lovely! How it 
shines! It seems most fitting that this color should bring 
to mind the glorious resurrection of Christ on Easter 
morn. How joyous it is to know that Christ was vic- 
torious over death! May the silver color we use at 
Christmas recall to our minds the joy and hope this fact 
gives to all who accept Him as their Saviour. 


use 


“Blue” as Symbolical of Christ’s Ascension 

Blue is the newest of the Christmas colors we men- 
tion. This color can easily call our minds to that day, 
forty days after Christ's resurrection, when He as- 
cended into heaven. We think of heaven as beyond the 


Seventeen 


blue of the sky. In using this beautiful color at this 
season of the year, it seems most fitting to think of 
Jesus returning to His Father and of the glorious prom- 
ise He gave to us before He left, “I go to prepare a 
place for you.” What comfort and happiness that prom- 
ise brings to Christians everywhere. 


“Gold” as Symbolical of the Kingship of Jesus 

Gold is the most precious of all metals. It was a 
gift of one of the Wise Men who came from the East to 
worship the newborn King. How beautiful is a gift 
wrapped in golden paper, or a green, red, or blue pack- 
age tied with gold ribbon! Truly such gifts look fit for 
a King. This color at Christmas-tide can remind us that 
Christ reigneth today and forever—that He is truly the 
“King of Kings.” 


The Christmas Tree 

The Christmas tree—a lovely evergreen! An ap- 
propriate symbol indeed! Picture with your mind’s eye 
Martin Luther tramping through the crisp, crunchy 
snow shouldering a lovely fir tree. See his children’s 
eyes gleam as they decorate it with trimmings they 
themselves have made while Luther places a beautiful 
star at the tip top. Tallow candles are added to give a 
twinkling radiance. Since the day of the Reformation 
the decorated tree has been a Christmas symbol. 

For us, young Christians, could not the upright tree 
remind us of Jesus’ example of growth in favor with 
God and man? 


The Christmas Candles 

Candles in the windows send out their gleam dur- 
ing this happy season. In England the candles in the 
windows ‘tell carolers where to sing. Such candles speak 
of a legend that the Christ-Child wanders in the fields 
and woods and streets at Christmas, and that He will 
go where the candles show the way. It is said that in 
Czecho-Slovakia a favorite pastime of the evening is 
to set tiny candles, stuck in nut shells, afloat in a pan 
of water. The person whose candle remains upright the 
longest and burns to the end will have the happiest and 
longest life. But to us the candle can be a reminder 
that Christ is the “light of the world.” Let us, as we 
place candles in our windows during these next days, 
think of how much greater is Christ’s light, and how 
we can share in taking and sending that light to those 
who have it not. 


The Christmas Star 
It was a heavenly star that led the Wise Men from 
the East to the lowly home in Bethlehem. Just as a star 
led them, so will Christ lead us today if we will open 
hearts to Him. As we place the star on the top- 
branch of the tree, let us experience anew the 
power of Jesus to guide and lead us. 


The Christmas Holly 

Tradition says this word holly, describing the tree 
so well-known in the South and used by all at Christ- 
mas time, is taken from the word holy. This may or may 
not be. To many the holly leaf is symbolical of the 
“crown of thorns” Christ was forced to wear during His 
crucifixion. Place a leaf in your hand and feel it stick 
you as you close your hand. The red berry is symbolical 
of the blood He shed on Calvary. As we wear the holly 
may we ever remember the life Jesus gave for you and 


our 
most 


me. 
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The Poinsettia 

The preceding decorations have been handed down 
to us from the countries of Europe, but the poinsettia is 
a distinctively American symbol of Christmas. 

It was in 1829 that our U. S. Minister to Mexico, 
J. Roberts Poinsettia, returned to his home in Charles- 
ton, S. C., because of physical disability. He brought 
with him the beautiful red flower that in Mexico mantles 
the hillsides with a gorgeous red coloring. Its beauty 
soon became popular and when some gardener, through 
careful cultivation, made it bloom at Christmas time, it 
seemed only natural to use it for holiday decorations. 

In the poinsettia nature has turned topsy-turvy. The 
bracts of most flowers form a small greenish cup below 
the petals which is never noticed but here they have 
become the showy part of the plant, for the beautiful 
red: leaves you see are the bracts, the real flower is the 
yellow center which can hardly be seen. This is sybolical 
of the Gospel of Jesus, whose doctrine of “good will 
toward men” turned topsy-turvy the old creeds that 
placed personal advantage above the good of all. 

May the poinsettia we see used at Christmas remind 
us to live a life of good will toward others. 


Tinsel 
The tinsel we place on our Christmas tree shines so 
beautifully in the light, but snap off the light and there 
is nothing but darkness. So it is with Christmas. It is 
a glorious experience when “Christ, the Light of the 
world,” is in it, but take Christ out of it and there is 
nothing left. Does your Christmas have Christ in it? 
Are you like so many folks who are so busy preparing 
and buying food and gifts, addressing cards, decorating 
the home and tree, that all too often they lose the real 
spirit and purpose of Christmas? For them Christmas is 
like the tinsel with the light turned off. They give only 
to those from whom they think they will receive. They 
have fost the spirit of the Father who gave His only 
begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in Him should 
not perish, but have everlasting life,” and of the “Christ 
who gave His all that we might live.” 
If you are willing— 

To believe that others are as sincere as you, 

To love the unlovely as well as the lovely, 

To be content with such things as you have, 

To be thankful for what others have done for 

you, 

To seek ways and means of helping others, 

To accept Jesus Christ as your Saviour, 

To consecrate your life to service of your fellow- 

man, and 

To let your life be an outlet for His joy, love, 
and peace. 
you have the real Christian Spirit, which is 
Christmas Spirit. 


Then 
the real 


December 22, 1940 
Fourth Sunday in Advent 
WHY JESUS CAME 
I John 3:1-11; I Timothy 1:12-17; Luke 2:1-14 
Rev. Henry E. Horn, Philadelphia, Pa. 


Why? 
Ever since the first time that we can remember, we 
have been wondering why things are as they are. Be- 
cause men have insisted upon asking the question why, 
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they have become greater than the animals. The urge 
to ask that question is simply the mark of intelligence. 
When we turn our attention to what the Church be- 
lieves, it is only fair that we ask why also. We look with 
some disgust upon other people who swallow everything 
without stopping to think it over and examine it care- 
fully. 

Then why did Jesus come to earth? Why should 
God send His only Son to live as we live, and offer to 
us His promises? No doubt this question leaves most 
of us quiet for a moment. We take its answer for 
granted. Yet when we stop to think over all of the 
things in the world which owe their very existence to 
Jesus, we become amazed at the importance of His en- 
trance into our world. The Church has its answer to 
this question. Ask your pastor, and he will tell you that 
Jesus came to earth to “redeem us from sin,” to “ran- 
some us,” to “sacrifice Himself for us.” But honestly, 
does that take us any farther in our search? 


The Source of an Answer 

There is another question which must be answered 
first before we can ever make any headway with our 
topic. It is this: Is there any need in the world for a 
Christ-like life? Is there any need for someone to show 
men how to live? There are many answers which the 
troubled nations could make to that question. But your 
answer doesn’t lie there—it lies in your own life, as 
you have lived it so far. 

Looking out over the past, can you proudly say that 
you have made the best of every opportunity, captured 
every hoped-for treasure, made the most of every op- 
portunity, never failed to live your life to the fullest? 
I trust not. Daily life is just the opposite of this. It is 
full of disappointments. The happiest joys are always 
dampened by troubles which tend to keep all those things 
we wish for just beyond our finger tips. And it will con- 
tinue so throughout life if we are to believe the reports 
of the men who have gone before us. Somewhere, some- 
how in this life of ours there is some little thing miss- 
ing, some screw loose which is the difference between a 
smooth running life and a threatening failure. Try as 
we may we cannot put our finger on the loose screw. 
Call this trouble anything you want—the Church will 
still call it sin. 


Presence of Sin 

Unless you and I come to realize the presence of 
this disappointing force in our lives, we will never have 
an answer to our problem, why did Jesus come. Those 
of us who feel most of all our incompleteness and need 
will be able to find the most intelligent answer. It has 
always been so even from that day when a great Chris- 
tian feeling his imperfections, wrote that there was one 
thing of which he was most certain from his own expe- 
rience, ‘‘that Jesus Christ came into the world to save 
sinners; of whom I am chief.” 


Jesus and Sin 

If we would truly understand the meaning of Jesus, 
we must associate Him with the empty parts of our 
lives, that large open space which is between what God 
expects of us and what we actually are. Think of Him 
along with our unrealized hopes, our shattered dreams, 
our unrecalled mistakes, our unthought of deeds. Jesus 
came to fill our lives more completely, to point out the 
way to satisfying life. He came to redirect our thoughts 
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to higher things; to show us the worth-while parts of 
this world to conquer. Among the lands which He leads 
us to is that greatest of all places, the Kingdom of God. 
This is the realm where God and man act together. Here 
we trust God and allow Him to direct every step along 
His paths toward the full life. 


Our Task 

This is a path which everyone can walk. It starts 
out deep down in our individual life with our shortcom- 
ings, and it leads our gaze away from self up toward 
that perfect life. It becomes that path which our Master 
trod as daily He came closer to God. 

The Church uses many words to express the way 
Jesus brings us to the higher life. She says, “He re- 
deems us,” “He ransoms us,” “He saves us,” etc., and it 
will use many more words as the centuries go on because 
every Christian feels some different pull coming from 
Jesus. Why did Jesus come? The answer will ultimately 
have to come from you, when you dig deeply into your 
own heart, and set beside your path the life of Jesus. 
Then the answer which you form will become meaningful 
in every step of your Church life. 

O Holy Child of Bethlehem, 
Descend to us, we pray; 

Cast out our sin, and enter in, 
Be born in us to-day. 


December 29, 1940 
First Sunday after Christmas 
THE OLD YEAR AND THE NEW 
Ephesians 4:22-24 
Robert J. Schenck, The Lutheran Seminary, Philadelphia, Pa. 


The Magic Mirror 

History tells us that the looking-glass was a product 
of time. At first, no doubt, men saw their likenesses in 
pools of water. They conceived the idea of making a 
portable “pool,” in which they could see reflected their 
images at will. And so the mirror was born, out of the 
desire to see one’s self as he is at present. 

No one, however, has ever been ingenious enough to 
invent a mirror to recall past events. The one excep- 
tion to this is the camera. On its plates men have re- 
corded events long past. They have almost been mir- 
rors, but they have failed in one thing. That one thing 
is the ability to recall past events with all their joys, 
sorrows, little thoughts, and deeds buried in the mind 
of man. 

At the New York World’s Fair there is a large 
“capsule” that has been buried. In it are specimens of 
the life of 1940. Every conceivable article has been in- 
cluded. There is a radio, an array of clothing, toys, 
money, moving pictures, and so on. This is to be dug 
up and opened in the year 2040 A. D. The men of that 
day will see our life reflected as though in a mirror. 
But this, too, has failed to bury each one’s individual 
reactions as he looks in the “Magic Mirror” of his mind 
on the threshhold of a new year. We as individuals can 
do something which even science cannot do. 


Wishing WON’T Make It So! 

A dear old lady once said, “If wishes were horses, 
beggars would ride.” We may smile at this homely bit 
of thought, but the fact still remains that wishing can 
help nothing at all. Achievement is a goal obtained 
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only on the road that is paved with stones of action. 
Still actions of the past can serve a userul purpose if 
they are used wisely. For example, great men have been 
inspired through past deeds to greater accomplishment. 

Saint Paul is one of these. So great was his realiza- 
tion of past fault that he called himself “Chief of Sin- 
ners.” Still it was the urge to the greatest thing in his 
life. It changed him from the arch enemy of the Chris- 
tians, Saul, to the mighty Apostle of the Gentiles, Paul. 

Our lives, ‘too, can be changed if we but use this 
mirror of our mind’s eye to study the past profitably. 
If we think wisely, prayerfully, and hopefully of the 
past year, then we can enter into the new year with 
renewed vigor and determination. We look in the mir- 
ror and we see the reflection. What sort o: an image of 
our own lives do we see here? Is it Christian in the true 
sense? Have we been the true followers of Christ in 
the year 1940? No, nothing we can wish at this stage 
of the year can change the past. Wishing will not help 
at all; it “won‘t make it so.” 


I Resolve! 

How often have we heard the expression, “This year 
I am really going to keep the resolutions I] make?’ How 
often has that very thought been violated before the year 
has advanced more than a few days? What could be the 
cause of the failure? It lies, perhaps, in the foundation. 

When a new building is being constructed there 
is no engineer who would consider its erection without 
first thinking of the foundations. We know this to be 
true and we accept it. How, then, can we expect to build 
a life in the future year, or more than one year, if we 
build it on the sand? There is a parable that Jesus told 
of a man who built his house on a sandy place. This 
house may have been put up with all good faith, but 
when the storm came, it was not able to stand it. Its 
foundation was poor and so it fell quickly. There was 
another man who had built a house and this man was 


wiser. He decided that the best place to erect a home 
would be on sometning solid, upon rock. And so he 
built his house on rock foundation. The second house 
was able to withstand any storna. 

What are we doing when we are building for the 
future? Are we building our lives on the sand or upon 
the rock? We are building, we know, when we plan 
the things we are going to do in the next year or more. 


Upon The Rock 

How can we avoid the tragedy of having all that 
we have planned come crashing down upon our heads? 
How can we keep from ruining our own lives as we 
break one resolve after another? It seems as though 
there is only one way. That way is Jesus Christ. 

Jesus, Himself, was no weakling! When He wanted 
to do something He knew was right, there was no ques- 
tion as to the outcome. It was done. We have just 
celebrated His birth, We know many of the troubles 
that He had in His ministry. And yet that life did not 
even come near to crumbling. It was built upon a rock 
so solid that Christ has affected the entire civilized world 
to such an extent that He is worshipped. all over the 
civilized world. 

Our rock is He whose pattern is the only faultless 
one ever shown to man. If we can sit down at the end 
of this year and examine our past, profiting by that 
which has been left undone, or should not have been 
done; if we can see, by the standard of Christ, where 
we have fallen short, then we can begin to build. 

We spoke of the “Magic Mirror’ and we can use 
it well. The building we do for the next year must be 
patterned after the only Way—the Master. With Him 
as the foundation we can say certainly that no matter 
what the storms of the next year may be He will be 
the true and sure foundation. There will be no resolu- 
tion that can be broken, if we give Christ a chance. Are 
we going to make real resolutions and keep them? 


Ja, Yah a fa Jat 
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Senior Topics For December, 1940 


December 1, 1940 
First Sunday in Advent 
THE GREATEST AMONG MEN—JOHN 
THE BAPTIST 
Matthew 11:11-15 
Rev. W. Robert Miller, Ringtown, Pa. 
The Prophecy 

For four hundred years the golden robe of prophecy 
had been laid aside in Israel. Over four centuries the 
voice of judge and prophet had been stilled in her high 
places and darkness had misted the eyes of her people. 
Malachi, last of the mighty men of God to draw aside 
the curtain of future days had written his closing lines: 
“Behold, I will send you Elijah the prophet before the 
coming of the great and dreadful day of the Lord. And 
he shall turn the heart of the fathers to the children and 
the heart of the children to the fathers, lest I smite the 
earth with a curse.” 

Then, in the year 30 A. D., when Hebrew religion 
was a mockery and sacrifice a sham, when the Temple 
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had degenerated into a market place and the robes of 
priest and Levite were bought and sold for a price, “In 
those days came John the Baptist, preaching in the 
wilderness of Judaea and saying, Repent ye, for the 
kingdom of Heaven is at hand.” g 


John—The Forerunner 

It was John, the cousin of Jesus, gaunt, tanned by 
the desert sun, plainly clad, fiery-tongued, burning with 
the Spirit of God, who prepared the way for the com- 
ing of Jesus. His publishing of sin, his demands for re- 
pentance, his baptism which signified the cleansing of 
repentance and the purifying of remembered faith, his 
stormy outcries against hypocrisy in religion, his procla- 
mation of the coming of Messiah—these laid the path 
for the reception of Jesus in those days. 

We are told that all Jerusalem went out to hear 
him and were baptized in the Jordan, confessing their 
sins. To them John spoke of Him who would follow: 
“He shall baptize you with the Holy Ghost and with 
fire. Whose fan is in His hand and He will thoroughly 
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purge His floor and gather His wheat into His garner, 
but He will burn up the chaff with unquenchable fire.” 

So in due time Jesus did come and was baptized 
by John in the Jordan. We are told of that baptism 
that the Holy Spirit descended on Jesus as a dove 
might alight, and that from Heaven a voice thundered: 
“This is My beloved Son, hear ye Him.” 

Thus came Jesus, His way prepared by John, His 
Gospel supplanting that of the stormy Elijah of the Old 
Testament. John’s followers complained to their master 
that other disciples followed after Jesus. “He must in- 
crease, I must decrease,” replied their leader. The 
crowds turned to the new Teacher. John’s work as the 
forerunner of the Promised Messiah was almost com- 
plete. : 
John’s Doubt 

But his denunciation of wickedness in high places 
scorched the robes of Herod himself. John was im- 
prisoned and soon to be killed at the request of jealous 
Herodias. But from his cell the ragged prophet sent 
disciples to Jesus to ask a heart-burning question: “Art 
Thou He that should come, or do we look for Another?” 

Like the rats that gnawed at his dungeon timbers, 
doubts had gnawed at John’s faith. The Jesus whom 
he had recognized and baptized had not followed the 
course of his prophecy. Here was no denouncer of sin, 
no forger of an earthly kingdom, no mighty monarch ot 
men, no fiery and condemning judge to separate the 
just from the evil. Here was a mild Teacher, a gentle 
Healer, an unassuming Rabbi who welcomed sinners and 
taught them His Gospel. Could this be the mighty Mes- 
siah who should judge and rule the world? Could John 
have been mistaken, led into byways by a false concep- 
tion? And these prison bars, this armed guard at the 
door, these were real. If Jesus were really God, why 
didn’t He rescue His faithful prophet? So he wondered 
and sent his disciples to Jesus. 


Jesus’ Answer 

And Jesus answered John in the majestic way Truth 
has of quieting fears and washing doubt from our minds. 
He didn’t say, “Tell John that I am He that should 
come,” for He knew the perplexities which filled that 
dungeon cell. He said, “Go and show John again those 
things which ye do hear and see.” 

Where Jesus went, blind eyes saw the light, lifeless 
forms walked and lived again, deaf ears heard the voices 
of loved ones calling, the snow-white death of leprosy 
dropped from rotting hands, and the poor—the poor in 
spirit and soul, the needy of the world, were receiving 
the overflowing cup of loving kindness and peace from 
the hands of God. 

Look at the prophecy of the Scriptures, John! See 
its translation into life at the touch of the Master! Then 
how can you doubt, even in the darkness of prison and 
approaching death? For this is He of whom the prophets 
spoke; this is He of whom the Psalmist sang; this is 
the Lord God in the flesh! And light and joy and peace 
and belief entered into the dungeon with that word, And 
John, the mighty man of the deserts and the multitudes 
became the mightier man of the prison and solitude. 
For life and the Word convinced him that this was 
Christ. And knowing this, nothing else mattered! 

Such was John the Baptist: discerning in prophecy, 
fearless in rebuke, valiant in the faith, unvanquished in 
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death. May we kindle our torch of faith anew at the 
flame he lit so long ago, this “Greatest Among Men!” 


December 8, 1940 
Second Sunday in Advent 
POCKET TESTAMENT LEAGUE— 


UNIVERSAL BIBLE SUNDAY 


Psalm 119 :89-96 
Miss Ida Clessman, Zanesville, Ohio 


Our Scripture 


We read that some rare volumes and cultural treas- 
ures have been ruined in those countries where war is 
raging. To safeguard against a similar fate the British, 
French and Vatican libraries have made microphoto- 
graphs of their rare volumes and ancient manuscripts. 
These reproductions are put in a place of safety and thus 
will not be lost to the world. 


In our scripture ye read, “Forever, O Lord, Thy 
Word is settled in heaven.” How happy we are for 
this declaration. The teachings of man change often, 
but the Word of God is eternally the same. It has been 
said that were all Bibles destroyed, the complete Bible 
could be restored by those Christians who have loved 
and learned its truths. It would be unnecessary to pre- 


serve our Bible by making microphotographic copies 
of it. 


Psalm 119 is the longest of the Psalms. It contains 
176 verses. In every verse the Bible is mentioned. It 
has many names; sometimes it is called God’s Word, His 
testimonies, His precepts and His law. In our scripture 
we find David praising our Lord. He is telling God the 
things which are in his heart and on his mind. He tells 
us that God is always the same and that His laws are 
for the good of His people. David promised not to for- 
get His precepts. He knew how easy it is to forget, even 
though he read and learned God’s teachings. Just so 
with us. It slips our minds but actual experience will 


write indelibly on our hearts the wonderful precepts of 
God. 


The Psalmist promised not to forget His precepts. 
Were we to be honest with ourselves we could not say, 


“T will not forget thy precepts, but, I have forgotten 
thy precepts.” 


Why We Forget 

Many alibis are given for forgetting the Bible. Even 
though it is the “best seller’ it is laid aside for the 
magazines which pour into our homes each month. Be- 
fore we are finished with them another avalanche is 
upon us and we never get around to reading our Bible. 
(We'll read the Bible when we get more time.) Our 
ideas, too, change from time to time and some of the 
very oldest explanations of the Bible truths are sub- 
jected to the test of modern science of the impossibility 
of it all. (What about the faith test?) Abraham Lin- 
coln said, ‘accept all of the Bible you can upon reason 
and the rest upon faith.’ The Bible is sometimes for- 
gotten because other “sacred books” have taken its 
place. Today we hear many people raving over the 
precepts of Confucius (not “confucius say” however) 
and of Buddha and others. Such persons are permitting 
a substitute for the real thing. 
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In some cases the Holy Book is just plainly for- 

gotten. It reminds us of the poem: 

“Mother, I’ve found an old dusty thing 

High on the shelf—just look!” 

“Why, that’s a Bible, Tommy dear; 

Be careful, that’s God’s Book.” 

“God’s Book!” the child exclaimed, 

“Then, Mother, before we lose it, 

We'd better send it back to God, 

For, you know, we never use it.” 


How Not To Forget 

In the book “My Lire,’ by O. Fred Nolde and Paul 
J. Hoh, the chapter on “Materials for My Growth,” lists 
the Bible as one of these factors. We cannot forget the 
Bible if we use it properly. Three methods are sug- 
gested: 

1. Systematic Personal Study of the Bible. This 
includes part of the pledge of the Pocket Testament 
League to read a portion of the Bible every day. Read 
and study it carefully. Make use of a good commentary 
or Bible dictionary. Analyze what you have read. Learn 
what the background is; select the characters to whom 
reference is made and the significant thought in the 
passage you are reading. 

2. Leadership Training Course on the Bible. This 
does not mean you must be a leader to enroll. Many 
congregations offer such courses and summer schools, 
conferences and community training schools also offer 
courses which prove beneficial to all who enroll. 

3. Regular Devotional Use of the Bible. By this we 
mean to read habitually, each day. Make careful selec- 
tion of the part to be read. The Luther League of 
America can provide you with “Ways to Read” and 
‘Daily Bible Readings.” Read the Word thoughtfully 
and prayerfully. Make an effort to understand what you 
read and how to apply it to your daily life. It is said, 
we are a series of habits. Therefore, just as we do not 
forget the habit of brushing our teeth or combing our 
hair, we will not forget our Bible if we have made 
daily reading the habit of our life. 


How To Win Friends and Influence People 

Universal Bible Sunday is observed annually through- 
out the world. Last year The American Bible Society, 
who sponsors Universal Bible Sunday, sent out 118,000 
packets of material to as many pastors for use in the 
observation of this Sunday. They also secured the en- 
dorsement of the observation from the President of the 
United States and Governors of most of the States. It 
is, therefore, entirely proper that the Luther League 
should choose to study the Pocket Testament League 
Movement as our recognition of Universal Bible Sunday. 

Because Jesus Christ meant so much to her, Helen 
Cadbury, a young girl in Birmingham, England, wanted 
her friends to have the same blessing. How she was to 
accomplish this she did not know. She prayed about it 
and her prayer was soon answered. It had been her 
habit to read a portion of the Bible every day and to 
carry a Testament with her. Perhaps she could give a 
copy of the Testament to her friends as she met them 
and ask that they read a portion of it daily. They, in 
turn, were to give a Testament to someone else. This 
was the course she decided to pursue. Soon more than 
sixty of her friends were reading and carrying the Bible 
and giving copies of it to others. Helen Cadbury later 
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married Charles Alexander. In 1908 Mr. Alexander, on 
one of his evangelistic tours with Dr. J. Wilbur Chap- 
man, launched the Pocket Testament League as a 
world-wide movement. There are now more than 
7,000,000 members throughout the world. “The aim of 
the Pocket Testament League is to exalt God’s Word 
among Christians as their daily companion and guide, 
and to stimulate them in winning souls for Christ, with 
the Bible as their instrument.” 


Our Part In All This 

When a “Gone With The Wind” or “Grapes of 
Wrath” is published, thousands of people, yes, our 
Luther Leaguers, too, rush madly from one library to 
another for a chance at the “best seller” of the year. 
We are glad there is so much enthusiasm in the literary 
field but listen to this: 

The first edition of the New Testament, September, 
1522, embraced 3,000 copies. It sold at 84 cents, which 
is equal to about $10.00 in currency today. Even at that 
high price people snapped up the first edition in a few 
weeks. Luther's enemies complained that “‘even tailors, 
shoemakers, women, and every simpleton who has 
learned a little German, turns to this New Testament 
with the utmost eagerness as to the fountain of all 
truth.” Within two years eighty editions had appeared. 
Before Luther’s death, in 1546, just twenty-two years 
later, editions of the whole German Bible or parts of 
it had risen to about 377. It was Martin Luther who 
taught the world to count its copies of the Bible in 
terms of millions. Today the Bible has been translated, 
in whole or in part, into 1039 languages. 

We can give some statistics as to the part Luther 
Leagues have taken in the Pocket Testament Movement: 
Norwegian Luther League ....33,085 members 
United Lutheran Luther League, 7,705 members 
American Luther League ...... 5,857 members 
Augustana Luther League . 6,852 members 
Luther League of Free Church, 3,350 members 

The Luther League of the United Lutheran Church 
joined the Pocket Testament Movement at the National 
Convention in Charleston, South Carolina, in 1935. Their 
goal for membership was 5,000 by the next convention. 
The goal was reached and we are eagerly trying to raise 
the number. 

If followers of Luther are to pass on the heritage 
we have been given, we must set about to inspire others 
to accept the Bible as a daily guide. Unless we have 
accepted it ourselves we cannot sincerely work to ob- 
tain others. Have you joined the Pocket Testament 
League? 


December 15, 1940 
Third Sunday in Advent 


IS ONE DENOMINATION AS GOOD 
AS ANOTHER? 
I Corinthians 3:3-11 
Rev. Ellwood Hauser, Boswell, Pa. 


In studying our topic we must understand that 
churches have different ideas of government, varying 
methods of worship and different doctrinal standards. 
All of these reflect Christian tradition, adhere to the 
same general Christian system, and lay claim to “divine 
guidance.” It is presumptuous for any church to claim 
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that it alone has God’s favor, a superior ministry, or in- 
fallible authority. The Church is the fellowship of all 
people who believe in God as Jesus has made Him known 
to us—a blessed company of all faithful people. 


Is one denomination as good as another? Is one 
car as good as another? Is one man as good as an- 
other? Only are they called good to the extent they 
reach definite standards set up by authorities. When we 
study the qualities of individuals, we recognize their 
sturdy virtues and discover their weaknesses. The same 
is true of denominations. None are without fault. Since 
it is impossible to discuss in an adequate way all the 
denominational differences, wé are presenting Lutheran 
teachings and asking you to compare them to those de- 
nominations most familiar to you. In “The Lutheran” 
for March 20, 1940, was an historical incident told by 
Rev. John Schmidt of Blacksburg, Virginia. He tells 
us of Luther and Zwinegli when they had approved four- 
teen Marburg ‘Articles. Luther was willing to change 
the one on the Lord’s Supper to acknowledge the pres- 
ence of the Body and Blood but not to explain the “how” 
on which these two leaders differed. Zwingli refused. 
Martin Luther leads us in the spirit of unity and tolerance. 


An Evangelical Church 

An evangelical church is a spiritually-minded one. 
Lutherans believe in an evangelical Church in contrast 
to many Protestant Churches which hold to Calvin’s 
code of legalism. We address God as Father, they as 
Ruler. As children we seek to know His Will and for 
love’s sake to do it; as subjects, they obey the Ruler 
because it is a duty. In service to God, we emphasize 
gratitude and privilege while they speak of obligation 
and compulsion. However, in actual practice neither all 
Lutherans nor all Calvinists are consistent in this sharp 
distinction. 


A Conservative Church 

The Lutheran Church has always been a conserva- 
tive Church, deleting from the Roman Catholic that 
which was objectionable while the other Protestants 
took out everything for which they could not find an 
express command in the New Testament. (J. R. E. 
Hunt) Lutherans are conservative too in that we seldom 
initiate great movements or participate in them. (The 
Protestant Reformation which was conservative in the 
beginning, is an exception to this.) Sometimes we, as 
Lutherans, are severly criticized for our apparent in- 
difference to joining in big movements but we believe 
that if the Gospel is preached and applied to daily life, 
little time for the which may divert 
from character building and Christian conduct. It takes 
more courage, more patience, more intelligence and more 
demands on personal consistency to minister quietly as 
Lutheran pastors are urged to do than to make a pas- 
sionate appeal to the crowd, using mass psychology, 
and gaining applause. Christian glow comes from hearts 
warmed within rather than from bonfires. 
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The Sacrament of Baptism 

As Lutherans, we believe that Baptism is a Means 
of Grace instituted by Christ Himself and that it is 
necessary for salvation. It consists in applying water 
to a person “In the Name of the Father, and of the 
Son, and of the Holy Ghost.” It may be done by pour- 
ing, sprinkling or immersion, The amount of water has 
nothing to do with the saving power of baptism. 
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We believe in having children baptized because it is 
scriptural: 

John 3:5, “Except one be born of the water and of 
the Spirit, he can not enter into the kingdom of God.” 

Mark 10:14, “Suffer the little children to come unto 
me, forbid them not, for to such belong the kingdom of 
God.” Baptism is the only means by which we can 
bring them into His kingdom. 

Acts 2:38, 39, “Be baptized every one of you... 

We read that whole families were baptized: Lydia 
and her household; the jailer and his household; Cornelius 
and his household; all were baptized when the household 
became a believing one. 

Infant baptism was the universal practice of the 
Christian Church until the time of the Reformation when 
some reforming churches discontinued it. 

The argument that a child can not believe and 
should not therefore be baptized might be answered in 
this wavy: A child does not understand the prayers of- 
fered in his behalf and yet God answers them. Jesus 
bestowed His blessing in His day because of the faith of 
someone; shall He not also bestow the gift of baptism 
in response to the faith professed? 


” 


The Sacrament of the Lord’s Supper 

“Lutherans believe that in connection with the bread 
and wine which are used in the Lord’s Supper Christ 
gives the communicant His body and blood. For He 
“Take, eat, this is My body which is given for 
you,” and “Drink ye all of it, this is My blood of the 
New Testament which is shed for many for the remis- 
sion Bread and wine are used in the Lord’s 
Supper because they are the earthly elements which 
Christ used when He instituted the Sacrament. The 
bread and wine are not mere symbols of spiritual things. 
The bread does not simply represent the body of Christ 
nor does the wine simply represent the blood of Christ. 
Bread and wine are the earthly elements through which 
in some way, mysterious, yet real, the true body and 
blood of Christ are received by the communicant. 

Lutherans do not believe in transsubstantiation, that 
is, that the bread is changed into the body of Christ and 
the wine into the blood of Christ. They believe that the 
bread remains bread and the wine remains wine. They 
do not believe in consubstantiation or a combination of 
the bread and wine with the body and blood of Christ 
in such a manner as to form a third substance different 
from both. But they believe that the bread and wine are 
vehicles through which the heavenly gift of Christ's body 
and is communicated to the communicant. The 
benetits derived from the Lord’s Supper, as Luther says, 
“are pointed out in these words, ‘given and shed for 
you, for the remission of sins,’ namely, through these 
remission of and salvation are 
eranted unto us in the Sacrament.” These benefits are 
received by all who partake of this Supper with truly 
penitent hearts;? (2 Ro EB. Hunt) 


Public Worship 

Public worship wields a mighty influence in the 
lives of men. Since the early Church, Lutherans have 
developed a liturgical service in which two essentials of 
worship are clearly defined. In it is a definite place for 
the Sacramental, that which God communicated to man, 
andthe Sacrificial, that which man offers to God. In- 
cluded in this Common Service is the Confession of our 
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sins, the Absolution, the Praises to God, the Scripture 
in which He speaks to us, and the Sermon, God’s mes- 
sage as explained by His ambassador. Because things 
should be done in decency and order, the Church recom- 
mends the Common Service be used by every Lutheran 
congregation, 

What are the advantages of a formal service of this 
type over an informal one? 


Preaching the Gospel 

“To preach the pure word of God” has been the re- 
quirement of every Lutheran pastor since the Augsburg 
Confession. In preparing men for the ministry, in au- 
thoritative literature, in confessional statement, the 
Lutheran Church has stressed “the preaching of the 
pure gospel” more strongly than other Churches. In 
recent years leaders in many denominations have given 
our Church credit for this, and are emulating the idea 
among their people. How often your pastor 
preaches on The Gospel or The Epistle for the Day and 
not on the statement made in a recent magazine! 


own 


In Conclusion 
Is one denomination as good as another? May God 
grant you grace to solve this problem in your own mind. 
We all read from the same Bible, worship the same God, 
and strive for the same eternal reward. We believe 


that what we know of God is true, just as every Pro- 


testant has that same belief concerning his own Church. 
Believing together, working together, perhaps some day 
our opinions may become reconciled and God will give 
us the privilege of really worshipping in “one Holy 
Christian and Apostolic Church.” For the present, “You 
go to your Church and I'll go to mine, but we'll walk 
along together.” 


December 22, 1940 
Fourth Sunday in Advent 


A CHRISTIAN CHRISTMAS 
Luke 4:18, 19 
Clara Schleicher, 


Miss Catasauqua, Pa. 


To worldly-minded individuals Christmas means a 

time of merriment and. gift-giving mingled with confu- 
sion and weariness. Some even see Christmas as a time 
of sadness and loneliness while others see humanity at 
its best and will feel somewhat refreshed for the season. 
Whatever their conception of Christmas may be it holds 
no lasting hope. 
To a Christian, Christmas means God _ revealing 
Himself to us through His Son, Jesus Christ. Jesus is 
God’s gift to man. What an important gift that is—can 
be fully realized when we think of the words of Jesus as 
He spoke to Nicodemus, “for God so loved the world 
that He gave His only begotten Son that whosoever be- 
lieveth in Him should not perish but have everlasting 
life.’ Knowing Jesus as God’s gift to man enables the 
Christian to see Christmas as a time to renew courage 
and hope and face the new year with a new purpose. 


The Plan 
This giving of His Son was a plan of redemption 
which God began centuries before. If we study the his- 
tory of God’s Ancient People, we learn that God’s plan 
is divided into three eras: 


Twenty-four 


The Era of God the Father. 
The Era of the Prophets. 
The Era of the World’s Saviour. 
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For centuries God showered His people with gifts, 
blessings and opportunities unnumbered. These people 
were indeed highly favored by God, but in every test they 
disappointed Him. They placed the simple heavenly 
truths beneath artificial human rights and laws. Finally 
instead of dealing directly with man through the Patri- 
archs God dealt with man by using prophets. 

God revealed His will through the prophets. The 
prophets in turn pleaded, warned and admonished the 
people to forego their wicked ways and turn to God as 
their ruler and guide but they refused to listen. Often 
prophets were shown disrespect, were persecuted and 
even put to death while trying to give people God’s mes- 
sage. People dreamed only of earthly kingdoms and 
material splendor. 

At the time of the first Christmas, God’s patience 
had been tried to the uttermost, but in spite of all the 
sin and idolatry in the world, God saw the need of a 
Saviour who would take human form, to be an example 
to all generations. Thus Jesus was born in Bethlehem 
and lived among men: (Read Luke 2:8-14) 


The Gift To Us 

Each. Christmas we hear again the words that are 
most soothing to our troubled and sinful world, ‘“Unto 
you is born this day a Saviour which is Christ the Lord.” 

A Saviour—for He not only lends a hand at the oar 
when the wind is a bit strong, but rescues after the 
oarsman is exhausted and the storm is about to destroy 
the craft. 

During his brief life here on earth, His chief con- 
tribution to the human heart and mind was His bound- 
less love. Jesus showed love not only to His followers, 
but to His enemies as well. He befriended sinners, He 
healed the sick, He anointed the eyes of the blind, He 
cleansed the leper, He set an example of personal serv- 
ice for all Christians to follow down through the cen- 
turies. 

He remembered that His purpose in life was to do 
His Father‘s will at all times. In the words of our Scrip- 
ture lesson, He was anointed to preach the gospel to 
the poor, to heal the brokenhearted, to preach deliverance 
to the captives and to recover sight to the blind and to 
set at liberty those that are bruised. He did all these 
things because it was the will of His Father. Even in 
Gethsemane He said, “Nevertheless not my will, but 
Thine be done.” 

Christ is not only our Saviour, but a lasting and 
ideal pattern for all Christians to follow net only during 
the Christmas season, but down through the years. 


Our Gifts To Others 

The journey of the Three Wise Men bearing gold, 
frankincense and myrrh to the Christ-child was the be- 
ginning of the spirit of giving in the world. As the Magi 
bore gifts so may we also; gifts that relieve want, gifts 
that breathe love, gifts that mean service, gifts show- 
ing friendship. 

Consider well your gift-giving. If you are giving a 
gift just because you feel obligated to do so, it had 
better not be given; if you are giving a gift with the 
idea that you yourself can use it to good advantage, you’ 
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might well forget the gift. The gifts that really count 
are not those marked with high price tags, but those 
marked with love. 


Our Opportunities 

1. In the story, “Where Love Is There God Is 
Also,’ by Tolstoi, the cobbler found an opportunity for 
service by remembering the message of Jesus, “Inasmuch 
as ye have done it unto one of the least of these, my 
brethren, ye have done it unto Me.” In helping those 
less fortunate than himself he found true happiness. He 
learned that the secret of power in doing good was per- 
sonal contact. If we notice those near us, at home, at 
school, at work, at church, we will surely find someone 
needing material aid. Sometimes we demand so many 
things at home that mother or father are in actual need 
and so by your wanting less they can have more. Our 
friends may appear well-cared-for, but upon close ob- 
servation some are in real need and we may be able by 
tactful means to help them. The really poor among us 
not only need the help of individuals but of agencies 
whose aim is social service. 

2. In our midst are people who have material 
wealth but who are unhappy because they have not 
learned to share it. In the story, “Mr. Bluff’s Expe- 
riences of Holidays,” he says, ‘If I were a selfish fel- 
low, I wouldn’t hate holidays, I'd have fun all by my- 
self. But you see, I hate to be in the dark, when all the 
rest of the world is in light.” This was his complaint 
until one Christmas evening as he was dining at the 
club he saw a pale face at the window. It haunted him 
so that the meal had no further relish. In leaving the 
club he ran against a figure in the doorway. It was the 
same face that had appeared at the window. That same 
day the beggar girl’s family found a kind friend in Mr. 
Bluff and his dread of holidays changed to joy. 

3. Other souls are unhappy at Christmas because 
they are sad or bitter. If they could but remember the 
petition, “Thy will be done” as Jesus remembered it and 
set about to obey His will rather than trying to enforce 
their personal will upon the world, they would find true 
happiness. 

4. Some folks are blind not in the sense that they 
lack power to see objects but power to see God. In the 
midst of unrest produced by a lack of faith, people be- 
come frightened and worried. They are blinded by fear 
of losing a job, by fear of poverty, of sickness, of death, 
fear of opinions or fear of oneself. At Christmas these 
folks can recover for they hear the calm, loving words 
of God, “Fear not.” 

5. The devil bruises people by temptation and takes 
them captives in sin. The healing balm is instruction, 
admonition and God’s promises. 


December 29, 1940 
First Sunday after Christmas 
ANOTHER YEAR—? 
Psalm 65 :4-13 
Mrs. Elizabeth Turkheimer, Philadelphia, Pa. 


Another year—? Who knows what lies ahead for us 
in this new year that is just beginning? We are not 
privileged to look so far into the future, nor would we 
care to look if we could. It would be well for us rather 
to take a little time to review our own lives during the 
past year. How much have we accomplished during this 
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period? Are we any better today than we were a year 
ago? Has our outlook on life in general changed in any 
way? Are we any nearer reaching the goal we have 
established for our life? 

The year that has just passed has been a year of 
goodness for those who have walked with God. He has 
enriched our lives with showers of blessings so that the 
souls of men may sing praises and give thanks for the 
many gifts of the past year. God has provided for us 
in the past and if we will continue to allow Him to guide 
us, we need have no fear of the future. 


Another Year of Challenge 

God never gives us a map or a plan for life, but 
He has given us His word to be used as guide posts 
along the way. He has given us a divine promise when 
He said, “I will never leave Thee nor forsake thee.” 
(Joshua 1:5) 

There will be many times during the next year when 
our faith will be tried and it will be a real challenge for 
us to carry on, but we need not fear the future if we 
have faith and trust in God’s promises to us. Each of us 
is seeking a certain goal in life, but we cannot attain 
our goal unless we put forth the best that we have. The 
muSician knows that he can only excel if he faithfully 
observes the fine points of his art. The workman knows 
he must attend to every detail of his craft in order to 
succeed. So we must attend to every minute detail if 
we would reach our goal. The road of achievement is a 
narrow road and must be traveled carefully if we are to 
succeed. 

Everything depends on how we approach our su- 
If we have been careless in smaller 
conflicts, there is no doubt we shall fail in the larger 
conflicts. Nothing breaks up so quickly as a bad road. 
The “way of the ungodly” is an appallingly bad road. 
Its foundations are weak and unstable. All forces of 
holiness are pledged to its destruction. 

David had to conquer temper, fear and unbelief be- 
fore he could conquer Goliath. These are the things 
which we must conquer if we are to succeed in this new 
year. “Commit thy way unto the Lord; trust also in 
Him and He shall bring it to pass.” (Psalm 37:5) If 
we will use this passage as one of our guide posts in 
the next year we, too, will be able to conquer fear. 


Another Year of Opportunity 

In the church we are given countless opportunities 
to come close to God and talk with Him through our 
prayers and worship hours thereby finding joy and hap- 
piness. Count the blessings which we have been given 
and be satisfied with those bestowed on us. Even though 
Paul had been given a “thorn in the flesh” he came to 
rejoice in his infirmities. (II Corinthians 12:7, 9) An 
infirmity becomes doubly burdensome when we give it 
a false interpretation. Let us not allow our physical or 
material blessings to crowd God out of our life. 

The author of the hymn, “Another Year Is Dawn- 
ing,’ was not a very well person, yet she was able to be 
happy and influence others because she was continually 
witnessing for Christ. The New Year offers us many 
opportunities to witness for Christ in our daily lives, 

This New Year offers us countless opportunities for 
service. Service to our God, to our country, and to our 
fellowmen. God has a purpose for human life, but unless 
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we are willing to engage in the work set before us, our 
purpose will be defeated. We have been called to serve. 

We know that at the present time there is much 
lawlessness, trouble, confusion, discord and evil all about 
us. But we also know that the world with all its trouble 
belongs not to us, but to God. Our task on earth is to 
try to live our own lives according to the guide posts 
God has set before us, so that we may be ready to share 
in the joys of that larger life that has been promised 
all those who believe and trust in God. 


Resolutions 
.... And he went out not knowing whither he 
went.”—Hebrews 11:8. This can well describe our way 
for the next year. Where the path leads we do not 
know, but we can help to guide our steps in the right 
way if we resolve to accept the challenges and take ad- 
vantage of the opportunities set before us. 


“ 


Resolutions 
I am going to try to live each day, each hout, 
With all the force and all the loving power 
Which the Creator gave me to apply. 
I am going to try. 


I am going to strive to live along life’s way, 
To sing, to laugh, to work, to play and pray, 
To let all envy and all malice die. 

I am going to try. 


I am going to try to feel the life in me 
Is but a trust, which in my custody 
Must be accounted for to One on High. 


I am going to try. —Author Unknown 


A little girl was drawing a picture with pen and 
ink on a paper. It turned out to be a cat without a 


tail. ‘“Where’s the tail?” asked her mother. The little 
girl looked puzzled. for a moment, and then replied, 
“Why, it is in the ink bottle yet!” 

That seems to be the trouble with many of our 
resolutions that we so often make at New Year’s time. 
We keep them in our minds but make little or no effort 
to carry them out. It is somewhat like the story told 
by O. Henry about an artist who had always been about 
to paint a masterpiece, but had never begun it. In one 
corner of his dimly lighted den was a blank canvas and 
an easel that had been waiting for twenty-five years to 
receive the first line of the masterpiece. The one big 
thing in making resolutions is to begin. Now is the 
time for us to start work on carrying out the resolutions 
we have made. 


Begin Today 
Dream not too much of what you'll do tomorrow, 
How well you’ll work perhaps another year; 
Tomorrow’s chance you do not need to borrow— 
Today is here. 


Boast not too much of mountains you will master, 
The while you linger in the vale below, 

To dream is well, but plodding brings us faster 
To where we go. 


Talk not too much about some new endeavor 
You mean to make a little later on. 

Who idles now will idle on forever 

Till life is gone. 


Swear not some day to break some habit’s fetter, 
When this old year is dead and passed away; 
If you have need of living wiser, bettec-— 


Begin today! —Anonymous 
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S Young People's Topics for December, 1940 


Theme for the Month: “The First Christmas Music’ 


December 1, 1940 
First Sunday in Advent 
THE AVE MARIA (A STUDY OF THE 


VIRGIN MARY) 
Luke 1:28 


Rey. Clarence B. Lund, Elkhorn, Wisconsin 


“Jesus Christ is a Lutheran, but His mother is a 
Roman Catholic!”—this from-Bobby as he came from 
school. “The kids said so!” was his triumphant au- 
thority. 

When “the kids” discussed Christmas at school, it 
was discovered that the Lutheran boy knew little about 
Mary and the Roman Catholics knew her well. 

Today our topic rightly asks: “What of the Virgin 
Mary?” ; 

Mary, Jewish Maid - 

The world of Mary’s day was awaiting the coming 
of Jesus, the Messiah (Messiah means “anointed One’). 
Isaiah’s prophecies were full of the promises of God 
and among others, this one struck the heart of every 
Jewish maid: “Behold, a Virgin shall conceive and bear 
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al Son; and shall call His Name ‘Emmanuel;’ God with 


us. 
Every maid among God’s people wondered: “Who 
will be the Virgin that shall conceive and become the 


mother of God? Could it possibly be that the Lord has 
chosen me?” 


Gabriel Announces ; 

While Mary wondered, the angel Gabriel came to 
her as St. Luke describes. ‘““Ave Maria! Hail Mary, 
thou that art highly favored, the Lord is with thee: 
blessed art thou among women!” 

That song, set to music by great musicians, set in 
oils by artists, in stone by sculptors, in poetry by poets, 
in books by theologues—that song is New Testamertt 
Music. 

New Testament Music 

Here we pause to say that this salutation falls easily 
into our outline of New Testament Music: (1) It brings 
good news; (2) its center is Christ; (3) it calls a human 
instrument—in this case, Mary. Mary becomes the in- 
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strument through whom the good news shall be given 
to the world. Truly, this is the greatest song since Eden. 


The Ave Maria Is Ours 

The Ave Maria is the property of all who believe. 
It is used by us all as we would use any of Scripture. 
We appreciate it as the beginning of a “New World” 
Symphony—‘music to the sinners’ ears—life and health 
and peace.” 

We will, however, discern between the Ave Maria 
of Scripture and that of Roman-minded folks like Sir 
Walter Scott who wrote in “The Lady of the Lake,” the 
oft-quoted Praver to the Virgin Mary called “Ave Maria.” 

Prayer to the Virgin Mary is not New Testament 
music, but the mistake of later theologians and erring 
worshippers. A look at her who is “blessed among 
women” will assist us hereafter, to know the honor due 
Mary and the worship due only God. 


Blessed Among Women 

Mary was blessed then, by the unique privilege 
God bestowed upon her. From her Virgin body came 
the conception of the Holy Ghost. Mystery shrouds it 
all, but it is easier to believe than to explain it other- 
wise. She who prayed with other girls for motherhood, 
finds herself the greatest of all mothers. 

Abraham Kuyper has written this: “The unique 
favor that was granted Mary was that she might be the 
Mother of our Lord: that the Son of God took His hu- 
man form from her flesh and blood, and that it was her 
privilege to drink love from His baby eyes during the 
many years in which he, still unknown to the world, 
was a child in her home. That honor was granted to her 
not because she earned it, but because God’s sovereignty 
designated that she should be the recipient of it. He had 
selected Mary for that purpose.” 


Mary—Mother 

Christmas time brings us a radiant mother who, 
tired and ready for her Son, rested in Bethlehem’s stable. 
“All is calm, all is bright round yon Virgin Mother and 
Child.” The happy Jewish maid is a mother. She wel- 
comes visitors and accepts the gifts they bring. Later 
(Epiphany is 10 days to 2 years later) wise travelers 
would give more gifts; three with meaning. 

The Epiphany kings brought gold, frankincense and 
myrrh. Mary might have mused over them. “Gold for 
a King!” “Frankincense for God!” “Myrrh for a dying 
youth!” Mary stood aghast; perhaps this was the 
“sword that was to pierce her heart” as Simeon had 
prophesied. Here is an embalming spice and her Son is 
just born! 

Good Friday finds Mary at the cross of her dying 
Son. She hopes for His life, but prays for an end to 
His suffering. The poet has written much of her heavi- 
ness and sorrow into the ancient “Stabat Mater Dolor- 
osa” (“The sorrowing Mother stood”). Shed of its 
Mariolatry (worship of Mary) it is a beautiful prayer 
and picture of that mother who suffered because they 
crucified both her Son and her Savior. 


But as for all Christians, so for Mary! Easter dawn 
came and Mary was one of the first to know. Her Son 
was alive. Tradition has her faithful to the truth of 
the angel to her last day. Jesus is the Son of Mary but 
to Mary, He is first the Son of God. 
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Mary, The Misunderstood 


1. The Virgin Birth. “The immaculate conception 
of Christ (His birth without sin) by the Virgin Mary 
is fundamental to the true conception of the Person of 
Christ ... not a matter of indifference . . . Christ in the 
midst of human history is utterly inexplicable except 
upon the basis, that the Son of God became man, that 
He assumed human nature in the womb of the Virgin 
Mary by a miraculous conception, and that He had no 
father but God.”—Joseph Stump in “The Christian 
Faith.” 


2. Veneration of Mary. It remained for the Romans 
of the enlightened 19th century to legislate Mary into 
a veneration that has made her, for practical purposes, 
at least, a goddess. Such homage to Mary began early 
in the Church, but it wasn’t until 1870 that the Roman 
Church adopted the canon law that said that Mary, like 
her Son, was born free of sin. Such exaltation for a 
human being is contrary to the commands of God. Mary 
deserves our respect as the mother of Jesus; but Chris- 
tians must ever take care that worship remains for God 
alone. 


3. The Rosary. The frequent use of the angel’s 
salutation (“Hail Mary, blessed art thou among women”) 
called the Ave Maria, led to the use of a Rosary (“a 
rose wreath for the most blessed of women”). “The 
small or common rosary has five decades of beads of 
Mary, with a Paternoster (Our Father) bead for each 
decade. Thrice repeated, it forms the Litany of Mary.” 
The rosary with its common emphasis on the exaltation 
of Mary, tends to minimize the place of Jesus Christ as 
our only Savior and Advocate. The Christian needs no 
mediator, priest or saint to pray for him—none stand be- 
tween the sinner and His God. 


4. In Art. The elevation of Mary known in some 
churches, predominantly Greek and Roman as “Mother 
of God,’ “Queen of Heaven,’ “Holy Mother,” “Our 
Lady,” has led to many works on the part of gifted and 
talented men. In art, music, literature, etc., the Madonna 
takes her place as a popular subject. While much of this 
is fine art, Christians ought to use the eye of discern- 
ment. The use of works that are offensive to our Chris- 
tianity ought not be encouraged. The zeal for truth in 
art will reward the seeker, with the many true, beautiful 
conceptions there are about, depicting Mary the mother 
of our Lord, and the respect due her. 


5. Tradition. Tradition and encouragement of false 
doctrine has led to other mistaken ideas about Mary. 
Her “sinlessness’ has led some to believe her “ever- 
Virgin.” Her motherliness has led some to believe that 
she will argue and influence her Son to answer prayer 
much sooner than He would of Himself. Finally, the 
idea that Mary did not die, or that if she did, she also 
arose (“The Assumption of Mary” it is called)—all of 
these ideas must be attributed to tradition and legend 
since Scripture is silent. 


Mary, Worshipper 
We like to think of Mary, half attending her baby 
and partly talking to us, in the words of Elizabeth Bar- 
rett Browning, when she has Mary say: 
’ “Ve are but fellow-worshippers with me! 
Sleep, sleep my worshipped One!” 
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December 8, 1940 
Second Sunday in Advent 
POCKET TESTAMENT LEAGUE 


THE BOOK OF POWER 
Psalm 119 :89-96 
John W. Cobb, Rocky Mount, North Carolina 


Powerful To Save 

“For I am not ashamed of the gospel: for it is the 
power of God unto salvation to every one that believeth; 
to the Jew first, and also to the Greek.”—Romans 1:16. 
That the Word of God is powerful to save souls is a 
truth the Christian Church must fully appreciate. This 
word of Paul gives assurance for those who faithfully 
apply the Word to their hearts. The Word in its unique- 
ness gives evidence of the purpose of God behind it. 
It tells of the faith of the saints; of how God deals with 
His people. It points us to belief in Christ who alone 
can give eternal life. 

When we think of the Word of God—that Word 
powerful to save—we think of it as it exists in its funda- 
mental form today, in the Holy Scriptures. Especially 
do we think of it in terms of the New Testament as we 
observe Pocket Testament League Day. 


A Book With God’s Purpose Behind It 

The will of God for the salvation of man through 
the Word is evidenced clearly in the very colorful his- 
tory of the formation and transmission of the Scriptures 
to their present readers. What other document can boast 
such history? Our Bible is no stranger to fire and sword 
—to opposition of the most formidable type. It has 
known the fierceness of hostile Roman rulers when its 
cause was in its infancy. It has faced the challenges of 
the world’s philosophers. It was not destroyed by bon- 
fires, the tools of imperial decree. Yes, the purpose of 
God also raised up friends for it—a Jerome, a Wycliff, 
the press of Gutenberg, the careful but liberating spirit 
of Luther, a Tyndale and hosts of scholars, translators 
and distributors—all to posterity “for the salvation of 


every one that believeth.” 


A Book Offering Spiritual Blessing 

The Scriptures have provided for the spiritual needs 
of man throughout their history and all because they 
have power inherent to produce faith and godliness. Na 
one ever became a Christian without contact with God’s 
Word in some form and the written Word is the most 
used form. Can you imagine a pastor or a missionary 
without a Bible? Could you carry on effective personal 
evangelism without its aid? A surgeon would be just 
as efficient without his instruments. + 

The spiritual blessings offered by the Scriptures are 
possible by virtue of the presence of the Holy Spirit 
working in and through them. The Spirit renders the 
Word powerful. He is always with it. It is a matter of 
God touching man. He brings through Scripture Christ, 
and the assurance of the benefits of His life and death. 
How well do we recall an expression of faith voiced by 
Luther and re-echoed by the Church for centuries: “I 
believe that I cannot by my own reason or strength be- 
lieve in Jesus Christ my Lord, or come to Him; but 
the Holy Ghost has called me through the gospel.” The 
Word of Christ also assures spiritual blessing as He 
says: “It is the Spirit that giveth life: the flesh profiteth 
nothing: the words that I have spoken unto you are 
spirit, and are life.’—John 6:63. 
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WEAPON OF SPIRITUAL WARFARE 
The Book Against Temptation 

The Word is described, and very aptly so, as a 
weapon for spiritual warfare. What more striking ex- 
ample could be cited for its use as such than in the life 
of Jesus? The occasion is the three-fold temptation. 
What a demonstration of spiritual warfare! Theirs was 
no spectacular maneuvering such as is the case in modern 
war games. With the powers of darkness meeting the 
powers of light the efficient weapon used by Christ was 
the Word of Scripture, “But He answered and said, It 
is written, man shall not live by bread alone, but by 
every word that proceedeth out of the mouth of God.’— 
Matthew 4:4—and so with each of the temptations. 

That same source of power in temptation is avail- 
able for those who will but use it. Is it not reasonable 
that the same weapon that served Him who “hath been 
tempted in all points like as we are, yet without sin” 
would serve those whose temptations are not so intensive 
or with whom the struggle is not so violent. Many a 
temptation has been overcome by the presentation of a 
strongly fortified soul-life—fortified with God’s Word. 

The use of God’s Word to ward off temptation is a 
very convincing testimony to the value of regular periods 
of daily Bible reading. Strengthened is the man who 
feeds faithfully on God’s Word. 


The Book on the Offensive 

As a weapon of spiritual warfare the Word stands 
as the only real effective offensive weapon. for the Chris- 
tian. In a time when trust-in-arms is the order for the 
day, only the Christian has reason to hope instead of 
fear. In Christian assurance there is a deeper feeling of 
security than can ever be ours through trust in the arms 
of nations. What depth of emotion is ours as we listen 
to the singing of militant hymns of Christendom as “On- 
ward, Christian Soldiers,” “The Son of God Goes Forth 
To War,” “Soldiers of Christ, Arise,” “Awake, My Soul, 
Stretch Every Nerve!” Those expressions of praise, 
voice faith and conviction on a background of profound 
experiences of grace, mercy and protection, at the hand 
of a loving Father. 

Any soldier wielding his weapon must be skilled in 
its use. Even so the Christian, to use God’s Word effec- 
tively, must be conversant with that Word. How often 
have we wished for an appropriate scriptural quotation 
that did not come. Not that God’s Word should be 
treated lightly or trampled in the mire by subjecting it 
unnecessarily in petty argument, but realizing that our 
wrestling is not against flesh and blood but against prin- 
cipalities and powers and against the rulers of the dark- 
ness of the world—we can do well to heed the Apostle 
and “Take the helmet of salvation and the sword of the 
Spirit, which is the Word of God.”—Ephesians 6:17. 

When combating evil and the influences of 
within self, God’s Word is described as “living and ac- 
tive and sharper than any two-edged sword, and pierc- 
ing even to the dividing of the soul and spirit, of both 
joints and marrow, and quick to discern the thoughts 
and intents of the heart.’”—Hebrews 4:12. How perfectly 
does it subject us, in the light of “heart and soul” ex- 
amining! It knows and describes us better than we our- 
selves. Its strokes fall stingingly on the innermost self 
convincing of sin and directing to righteousness; yes, 
even producing righteousness. As we use God’s Word 


evil 
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we realize the more that our weapons are “not carnal 
but mighty through God to the pulling down of strong- 
holds.” 

“Though devils all the world should fill, 

All watching to devour us, 

We tremble not, we fear no ill, 

They cannot overpower us. 

This world’s prince may still 

Scowl fierce as he will; 

He can harm us none: 

He’s judged, the deed is done, 

One little word o’erthrows him.” 


The Book In Use 

What sort of an appearance does your Bible or 
Testament present outwardly? Perhaps you have only 
recently purchased a new copy and it still has its stiff- 
ness and shapliness because it is new. Or perhaps yours 
is in splendid condition, except—possibly it needs a little 
dusting. Or perhaps yours is beginning to be limp from 
constant use. Perhaps its edges are beginning to show 
a little wear. It might even show certain passages under- 
lined—the evidence of meditation or particular thought 
to that passage. Somehow when we see a Bible that 
gives evidence of use at the hand of the owner and one 
that is handled with perfect familiarity we are impressed 
deeply. The feeling is the same when we call upon the 
Executive of an important business enterprise, a man 
who must be burdened with responsibility, to see him 
in the midst of a busy day with his Bible opened before 
him. There can be but one conclusion—faithfulness in 
use at the realization of its power. To such an individual 
the Bible is not regarded as a fetish to be worshipped. 
It is a read Book. 

The Leaguer’s Bible is a used Book. He reads it to 
know its message, the Word of a living God. He reads it 
to feel its power and to be goaded into action by its 
precepts. He studies it to equip himself for life and to 
be guided into all truth. It is his key to self and to his 
knowledge of humanity. It shows him the wisdom, the 
mind and the counsel of God. The Leaguer feeds on the 
Word. 

The Leaguer uses his Bible or Testament in every 
phase of his League program. 


In Its Educational Feature 

This department must be inspired by a passage from 
the Psalms: “Thy Word is a lamp unto my feet and a 
light unto my path.”—Psalm 119:105. 

Among other things its programs must be found to 
be in accordance with God’s Word. One of its duties 
is to encourage Daily Bible Reading. It regards as a 
high privilege the promotion of the Pocket Testament 
League among its members. 


In Its Missionary Enterprise 

Someone has very aptly explained that in the Old 
Testament we have a Jonah and in the New Testament 
a Paul for our inspiration in spreading the Gospel to 
other lands. How many are thé opportunities in the field 
of Missions that are open to the Pocket Testament 
Leaguer—the one who has ever ready his Testament 
that he might hand the Word to those who have it not! 

The cover page of the Bible Society Record (July 
1940) is worthy of description. The illustration is that 
of a single hand, a human hand, in the act of passing an 
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open Bible into the eager and waiting hands of another. 
The inscription: “Today—This Must Be Done—Every- 
where!” 


To send the Word is to send power in the winning 
of souls for the Kingdom. 


In Its Life Service Department 

The Word is a vital element in personal service. 
That Word has been entrusted by God to Christians. 
Individual service is required in its ministry. As indi- 
viduals become members of the Church of Christ they 
become responsible in a great measure for the ministra- 
tion of Word and sacraments which Christ gave to the 
Church. As circumstances arise requiring it, the Church 
appoints ministers for different functions—a pastor, a 
missionary, a teacher. We call it the ministry of the 
Word. Some Leaguers are singled out for these par- 
ticular fields of service. All Leaguers make it a personal 
service to bring God’s Word to others. It is no light 
thing to bring that Word to the souls of men. It is a 
work worthy of the consecrated endeavors of each 
Leaguer. 


In The Pocket Testament League 
This year Pocket Testament League Day falls on 
Universal Bible Sunday. The spirit of each is the same 
and the thought for the day is the same. The League 
numbers 8,000 members among our Luther Leaguers. 
May it grow in number and fidelity! 


If we were to define the purpose of the Pocket 

Testament League, at least from our own viewpoint, it 
would be: “To bring God’s Word into vital contact with 
the souls of men, realizing that it is the power of God 
unto salvation unto every one that believeth.” 
“Pockets of Blessings,” a playlet for use in influencing others to 
join the P. T. L., may be secured from The Augustana Synod Luther 
League, 415 S. Harvard Street, Minneapolis, Minnesota. They 
may be secured for $1.25 per 100. 


December 15, 1940 
Third Sunday in Advent 
THE MAGNIFICAT 


(A Study of the Gospel to the Poor) 
Luke 1:45-55 
Rev. Clarence B. Lund, Elkhorn, Wisconsin 


Something had happened to Mary. The simple 
Jewish peasant girl was speaking like a prophetess— 
Miriam, Deborah of the Old Testament, and now Mary 
of the New. 

Mary’s words (Luke 1:46-55) are the inspiration of 
God. She talks as though her Son were already born. 
His kingdom already accomplished. It is the way of 
the prophet. 

The Magnificat is her song of joy—her prophecy of 
the Gospel to the poor. With miraculous insight, Mary 
announced a changed human society. It was real to her. 
Like part of a wild dream, she says: 

“He hath scattered the proud in the imagination 
of their hearts. 

He hath put down princes from their thrones, 

And hath exalted them of low degree. 

The hungry he hath filled with good things; 

And the rich he hath sent empty away.” | 

‘Later, our Lord announced His program similarly 
in the words of Isaiah: 
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“The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, 
Because He hath anointed me to preach good 
tidings to the poor; 
He hath sent me to proclaim release to the 
captives, 
And recovering of sight to the blind, 
To set at liberty them that are bruised, 
To proclaim the acceptable year of the Lord.” 
“Then he closed the book ...-and began to say 
unto them, ‘Today hath this Scripture been fulfilled in 
your ears’.” 
E. Stanley Jones in “Christ's Alternative To Com- 
munism,” spends some time with Mary’s song. He 
analyzes the revolutionary imports of it thus: 


I. General Revolution 
“He hath scattered the proud in the imagination of 
their hearts.” In Christ’s kingdom crass assumptions 
based on wealth, position, power, are not to exist; for the 
proud will be scattered. “Pride goeth before a fall.” 
The fall is the surest thing about the proud. 


The Kingdom of God will exist not because the 
powers of propaganda have ruled out the possibility of 
listening to anything else; but because as truth, it will 
force its adoption. The Pharisees of Jesus’ day, the 
Bar-Jonases of Paul's, the pretensions of the papacy and 
the worldly conquerors—all of them, hindrances to truth 
once, have fallen. History is the testimony that Mary’s 
first revolution is sure. After the storms of Communism, 
Fascism, Nazism and every ism: 


“The Word they still shall let remain 
Nor any thanks have for it. 

God’s by our side upon the plain 

With His good, gifts and spirit.” 


II. Political Revolution 

Mary goes on: “He hath put down princes from their 
thrones.” Say some: “Religion has nothing to do with 
politics.’ Such thinking! Rather, religion has nothing 
to do with our kind of politics! By the time we have 
zealously “rendered to Caesar the things that are 
Caesar’s,” we have nothing to render unto God. We 
should have started by “rendering unto God the things 
that are God's.” 


God is interested in our government and its leaders. 
History, again, is the testimony that false princes fall. 
Sometimes impatient men pull their rulers from their 
thrones. God’s wisdom is greater. His political changes 
are by the Gospel of truth that will endure, regardless of 
man’s folly. 

Christians find comfort in Mary’s politics. For only 
as princes fit into God’s political platform of the new 
kingdom under Christ, will they be allowed to rule. 
Many modern princes have been discarded. How long 
God will tolerate the abusing present rulers is a question. 


III. Social Revolution 
“He hath exalted them of low degree.” E. Stanley 
Jones says: “This new kingdom was to be a kingdom of 
man as man. There would be a cancelling of all privi- 
leges based on birth, property, social standing. It was 
to throw open the gates of opportunity and life to all.” 
The implications here are great and worthy of dis- 
cussion. But to be brief, look at the life of our Lord 
and how He treated the subject. Then look at history 
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since. How far has the Social Revolution of the King- 
dom progressed? Is American Democracy an aid? 


IV. Economic Revolution 
“The hungry he hath filled with good things; 
The rich, he hath sent empty away.” 


The Church hasn’t always admitted its duty to the 
poor. “We have put this and the rest of the Magnificat 
into our services but not into service.” Like all of the 
Gospel, it is not enough to sing and preach it. It must 
be put into practice. 

When the disciples came to Jesus saying, “There 
are 5,000 hungry here. Where shall we send them to 
eat?” He replied, “Give ye them to eat.” The Church 
has successfully dodged this responsibility. The state 
now does most of the welfare work among the poor. 
How can we justify our actions? : 

Communism has pointed its finger at us and said, 
“Religion says you will get pie in the sky when you die.” 
But we calmly continue to sing and pray for the poor 
and then eat up everything that we have ourselves. It’s 
a strong argument for Communism, that it is concerned 
with the poor. Faithfulness to the Gospel will make us 
more concerned with the poor. 


The New Kingdom 
Here, then, was a new kingdom which was to begin 
a general revolution in “scattering the proud,” a politica? 
revolution in “putting down princes from thrones,” a 
social revolution in “Exalting them of low degree,” and 
an economic revolution that “fills the hungry with good 
things and sends the rich empty away.” 


No Wonder 
Bernard Shaw has said, “This song of Mary is the 
most revolutionary song that has ever been written in 
the history of Europe.’ And it was no chance note 
struck by Mary in her ecstacy. It was the keynote ~ 
speech of the Kingdom. It was the theme song of His 
ministry. It was and must be today, the marching orders 
for the Christian Church and her mission: 
1. To the poor: “He hath anointed me to preach 
good tidings to the poor.” 
2. To the captive: “To proclaim release to the 
captive.” 
3. To the physically unfit: “And recovering of 
sight to the blind.” 
4. To the bruised: “The morally, spiritually 
disinherited.” 
And, the dynamic: “The Lord is upon me;”’ “He 
that is mighty hath done to me great things!” 


New Testament Music 
This is New Testament music by any interpretation- 
1. It is good news for every seeker of truth from 
ruler to refugee. The good news spells bread for the 
body, peace for the mind, salvation for the soul. 


2. The Magnificat is centered in Christ. It is so 
full of Christ that the world recognizes in it both Christ 
and His Kingdom. His Kingdom is possible only be- 
cause He is born God and man—the Bread of the world 
and the price for every sin. 

3. Mary was that instrument of this music. Her 
voice is listed with the lyre of Jubal and the harp of 
David. God’s music comes by human instruments. He 
is waiting now to use our lives for the rehearsals that 
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one day will unite us all in grand finale of grace, mercy 
and peace to all men. Mary’s song is the story of grace 
for souls. It awaits the singers of our day. In the din 
of every other song the world is crying for this one. 

“Make ye ready the way of the Lord, 

Make His paths straight. 

Every valley shall be filled (Revolution again) 

And every mountain and hill, be brought low; 

The crooked shall become straight, 

And the rough places plain; 

All flesh shall see the salvation of God.” 

—Isaiah and Luke 


The Magnificat has long been used as a part of 
the Order for Vespers. It is a thanksgiving for blessings 
received, as one looks back on the day just closing. 


December 22, 1940 
Fourth Sunday in Advent 
THE GLORIA IN EXCELSIS (HEAVEN 


AND EARTH) 


Luke 2:14 


Rev. Clarence B. Lurd, Elkhorn, Wisconsin 


We do not know what language the angels sang. 
We do know that the shepherds of the hills understood. 
The world understands the first Christmas Carol as a 
universally prized anthem, “the sweetest melody that 
ever echoed from the skies.” 

The angels had a busy time that night. How they 
must have strained at the windows of Heaven to see 
what was happening to the Prince of Heaven as He 
took on human form to save a lost world! How they must 
have shuddered at the coldness of the night, and won- 
dered whether a small unprotected baby could last, down 
in the open earth, even if He were the Son of God! 
They wondered at the need for this migration of their 
Light of Life—from pearly gates to a stable of thatch; 
from a golden throne to a spl’ntery manger; from the 
security of heaven to the insecure, human arms of a 
Jewish girl. 

But the angels leave their wonders and speculations. 
Seeing the great drama complete in Bethlehem, they 
burst forth with a peal of glory that still echoes. They 
do not restrain themselves. From heaven’s portals they 
sing gloriously: “Glory to God im the highest and on 
earth, peace among men.” 


To God First 

They addressed God first. Since the fall in Eden, 
mankind has remembered God only in hope and sorrow 
—as someone who once belonged but who has since long 
been separated. “A gulf was fixed between.” That gulf 
was sin. Jesus comes to bridge the gap. Man will again 
give glory to God! 

The world has but one purpose: to glorify His 
Name. With God and man reconciled, creation again 
raises its voice in glory and praise for the Maker who 
is also Redeemer. 

To the angels’ “Hallelujahs!’ will be added the 
voices of men. 

“Glory be to God in Heaven, 
Who for us His Son has given, 
Loud we rctse our happy voices, 
Nature adds harmonious noises, 
All His world in Him rejoices! 
*Tis Christmas Day! 
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And Then To Man! Peace! 

To man, the angels’ message is always welcome. 
Perhaps it is because he fights, insists on foolish policies, 
insults his dear ones, grabs incessantly at what isn’t 
his, and cries so hard when the world retaliates! 

And the world does retaliate! Wars that cost bil- 
lions in personality and property, take more than num- 
bers. They undermine morals, burn out fiber, develop 
brutality and hinder progress. Physically, mentally, spir- 
itually, they turn back the ages; and what man has 
striven eternities to gain, he finds lost in a few brutally 
quick moments. 

The world retaliates in ghastly living, such as that 
which is common experience among the starving, fleeing, 


‘underprivileged, godless of today. The world retaliates 


in lost culture, restricted art and lost liberties. 

Man is loser. He loses every war, every battle, every 
strike, every violent argument, every show of force. 
Man pays for every step he takes away from the peace 
that is God. 

God is not the violent punisher of every wrong man, 
nor the revenger of every unjust act. He does allow, 
however, a man to take the consequences of his folly 
and hardness. It is sad for a father to watch his child 
suffer. It is harder for God to see a whole race of 
children suffer because they have misused and misap- 
propriated the means of peace. 

The peace of the angels abounds in good will among 
all, wherever Christ’s gospel is alive. “Behold how these 
Christians love one another” was the observation of the 
pagans in the days when Christianity was young. At 
the heart of Christian youth today, we have noticed a 
sincere longing for peace among men. 


The Less Guilty 

Again, remember that the less guilty wars of mind 
and soul are as bad as large ones of guns and bombs. 
Little hates against a brother are as far from the spirit 
of Christ as the terrific battles of 1940. Wars start from 
little hates, intolerances, conceits. The “Prince of Peace” 
neither hate nor hater, intolerance nor intoler- 
ant, conceit nor conceited. He is insurance against hate, 
bitterness and wrath. When a man allows entrance to 
the King of Peace, he makes himself a fellow among 
men, a follower of universal brotherhood. 


In The Liturgy 

“Tt was only natural that all Christians would treas- 
ure this song of the Christmas sky. It has become with 
its additions (in the liturgy) a great confession of 
Christian faith.” “Begun in heaven, finished on earth.” 
Called the “Greater Doxology,” it was first used in the 
east as a morning hymn. It was adopted into the Chris- 
tian liturgy as early as the sixth century, has been sung 
in the Masses and Liturgies of the Church, since. It is 
used every Lord's Day by users of the Lutheran Com- 
mon Service. 

The song in the Liturgy may be outlined thus: 

I. Adoration of God the Father (in words of the 
angels and of the Church). 

II. Adoration of God the Son (in acknowledgment 
of Him as Lord, Only Begotten Son, Christ, God, the 
Lamb of God). 

III. Petition to God the Son (as the One who pro- 
cures mercy, by taking away the sin of the world; and 
as the One who dispenses mercy, sitting at the right 
hand of the Father). 
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IV. Praise to God the Son, in a three-fold ascrip- 
tion of equal holiness, power, and glory with the Father 
and the Holy Ghost, as the reason for our prayer and 
praise. (This outline is from “An Explanation of the 
Common Service,’ ULPH.) 

In the Liturgy: “The minister now comforts the 
congregation. He has gone with them down into the 
depth of their wretchedness, and now from these depths 
he looks up and bids them look up with him ‘unto the 
hills whence cometh their help.’ At once, faith in the 
hearts of the people is roused to action, and takes the 
words from his lips. First, in the song of the angels, 
they celebrate Divine goodness. Then again, the con- 
trast between God’s love and their disposition to it, 
awakens within the Gloria, a second Kyrie. Then once 
more, the thought of their own need is forgotten, and the 
song of triumph in the threefold ascription of praise to 
Christ alone, ends the strain.”—Quoted by John W. 
Horine in “Our Liturgy.” 


As New Testament Music 

This song fits well into our outlines of New Testa- 
ment Music. 

1. The Gloria in Excelsis is good news—the an- 
nouncement of God’s glory and man’s peace, because 
the gulf of sin is breached by Jesus, Savior. 

2. It is Christ-centered. He is the “Word become 
flesh” who has tied Heaven and earth together, reunited 
the Father and his Family. 

3. From the instruments of angels’ voices the song 
has been repeated by countless other voices. Study these 
lines: 

“The world in solemn stillness lay 
To hear the angels sing.” 


“And the whole world sends back the song 
Which now the angels sing.’ 


Compare this Gloria of the New Testament with 
the Sanctus of the Old. The angels of Isaiah’s vision 
sang: “Holy, Holy, Holy, Lord God of Sabaoth. Heaven 
and earth are full of Thy glory!” 

The New Testament angels add to this message 
the knowledge that Jesus Christ, in the person of man, 
is guaranteeing “Heaven and earth’s glory of God,” and 
perfect peace for man. The Gloria in Excelsis announces 
that. 

Something of this ought to be in the minds of every 
Christian as he sings this part of the Liturgy every Sun- 
day and the angels’ song at Christmas. 


December 29, 1940 
First Sunday after Christmas 
THE NUNC DIMITTIS 


(THE CHRISTIAN’S PEACE) 
Luke 2 :29-32 


Rev. Clarence B. Lund, Elkhorn, Wisconsin 

Simeon was the doddering old man who would not 
die. He was waiting for “the consolation of Israel.” He 
had prayed for life until his eyes might behold the long 
promised Messiah. 

I:rael was full of such old men. “Old men shall see 
visions and young men shall dream dreams.” The Mes- 
siah was the vision of the old and the dream of the 
young. Shaking their heads, the aged gathered to dis- 
cuss the signs and the times. They had rejected many 
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self-confessed but false Messiahs. Some old men died 
—disappointed, fearing death, night and restless -graves. 

One day a young couple brought a baby to Simeon, 
who would not die. He knew it was the Messiah, this 
Jesus Christ. Simeon held Him close and prayed in 
peace at last: 


“Lord, now lettest Thou Thy servant depart in peace 
According to Thy Word. 

For mine eyes have seen Thy salvation 

Which Thou hast prepared before the face of all people. 
A Light to lighten the Gentiles 

And the glory of Thy people Israel.” 


Swan Song 

Simeon said other things that day, but this mem- 
orable one has been affectionately called the Christian’s 
Swan Song. It was Simeon’s last. 

The Nunc Dimittis (Latin for “Now let us depart’) 
is a confession of peace betwixt a man and his God. Its 
use implies the Christian’s readiness to depart from life 
to Life. Many have left their dear ones to face the 
Eternal day with the calm peace of God upon their 
brows and Simeon’s song on their lips. 


The Problem of Dying 
Death has its problems. The “grim reaper” tells 
very little about himself considering how much he de- 
mands. Hamlet states the problem: 
“To die, to sleep; 
To sleep: perchance to dream; ay, there's the rub: 
For in that sleep of death, what dreams may come, 
When we have shuffled off this mortal coil 
Must give us pause.” 
But since Christ, another has written in much dif- 
ferent vein: 
“Afraid of death? 
Not since the Savior trod 
On this same path and lived again, 
His feet have trampled down the sin 
That made the way so dark and rough. 
The path is quiet now, death’s day 
Ts marked anew with hope and life, 
Since Jesus trod the way.” 


That is what Simeon meant when he sang his song 
of peace. Henceforth “it is not death to die” for any 
man. 

The Prob'em of Night 

The Nunc Dimittis is used by Christians in the 
Vesper hour. “It gives expression to the security and 
peace which characterizes those who have committed 
all their interests into God’s hands, and who know that 
they are ever safe, let the coming night bring what it 
may.” 

Night is a suspicious character to some. The poet, 
Edward Young, associates these together: 

“The knell, the shroud, the mattock and the grave. 
The deep, damp vault, the darkness and the worm.” 
Isaiah’s people “that walked in darkness“ were walk- 

ing in literal night. Every people has a fear of the in- 
secure, suspiciously moving, though unseen terror that 
stalks by night. The witching hours are fraught with 
fears no less than death. Again Simeon’s prayer brings 
peace. That peace is Christ: 

“Sun of my soul, Thou Savior deat, 

It is not night if Thou be neac.’’ 
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The Problem of Day 
“A light to lighten the Gentiles and the glory of 
Thy people Israel.’”’ Here Simeon’s enthusiasm surpasses 
old-time Jew-consciousness. This Light of the world is 
to go beyond Jewry into Gentile lands. There is no call- 
ing of names, races or clans in the realm of Him who 
said, “I am the Light of the world.” 


And what sort of person is it who, knowing the 
way through the darkness, leaves the helpless and the 
unknowing, to stumble and grovel his own way alone. 
“The light to lighten the Gentiles’ is Jesus. His pres- 
ence means our day. Our day-time problem is the spread- 
ing of the dawn round the world. We do it for the 
world through missionary work. For ourselves, this day 
is perpetuated. 

In The Sacrament 

The Sacrament of the Altar is repeated assurance 
that God’s promises for our salvation and peace are 
sure. The Nunc Dimittis is sung at the close of the 
Sacrament. From “An Explanation to the Common 
Service” we quote: “It is a hymn of joyful thanksgiving 
for the salvation manifested and bestowed in Christ 
Jesus. Its significance lies in the satisfaction of the be- 
liever, that the Sacrament and its accompanying bless- 
ing has been received. Now he feels at peace with God 
and declares his readiness to depart.” 

“For mine eyes have seen;” yea, my lips have 
touched and I have truly partaken of salvation. Through 
the Bread I have received His Body, through the wine, 
His Blood. Henceforth Christ dwelleth in me. “Whether 
we live or die, we are the Lord’s.” 


Life In Confidence 
No wonder the Christian’is unafraid of life! No 
wonder his every look and movement speeds him on! 
No wonder he faces the New Years eager for the chal- 
lenges of the future with a life that counts! 


Peace in Christ is a conquering force. Christ left 
us this peace and in the same breath said, “In this 
world ye shall have tribulation and sorrow. But be of 
good cheer, I have overcome the world.” 


An Old and New Year Song 
What does it matter? Thanksgiving for the old and 
a prayer for the new—both are in this New Testament 
song. The Christian’s music is always full of a con- 
sciousness that man must always have both. 


New Testament Music 

1. Like the other New Testament songs, this one 
is good news—for Simeon and us. Here is peace for 
departings and livings. Here is light for the night and 
for the lands of night. Here is a Christian’s thanksgiving 
for the Sacrament and the blessings of life. 

2. It is Christ-centered; for none other can inspire 
such peace and confidence. Simeon who had known 
many false hopes, knew this one to be true. 


3. The instrument that sang was the tired but joy- 
ful voice of a doddering old man. Our voices must 
carry the melody further. We dare not let the world 
stagger about in darkness when we have the Light of 
‘zentiles. This song will live forever, bearing fruit. We 
consent to be the instruments whereon it may be played. 
Then the world can share the confidence that. we have 
in a New Year’s assurance and peace—the “peace that 
passeth all understanding.” 
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THE CROWDED INN 


Ringing through the frosty air 
I hear those words again, 

Which were written years ago 
“No room for them in the inn.” 


Then I feel in this busy world 
My heart ts like the inn; 

It's cluttered up with many things, 
There is no room for Him. 


There’s yards and yards of laziness 
So neatly stored away, 

That in an idle moment 

Comes right out into play. 


There are bushels too of “‘I don’t care,” 
And crates of “‘won’t” and “‘can’t,” 

And stacks of ‘“‘Shucks, oh what’s the use?’’ 
I really know “J shan’t.” 


There are piles and piles of loose morale 
Placed there in neat array, 

Just waiting for a chance to be 

Let cut to light of day. 


And maybe once in a great while 
I feel responsible, 

For things that I can guide aright, 
If I bat only will. 


And so when New Year rolls around 
I will have missed my chance, 

If I continue on this way 

To look at life askance. 


But if I clean my heacthstone well 
And pray that He will come; 
My heart shall be a home for Him 
Nor can my lips be dumb. 
—Mary Hassler 


THE TRUE CHRISTMAS GIFT 


Tolstoi, that great Russian thinker and versatile 
writer, was a man who had tasted and knew love, art, 
music, fighting, adventure, luxury, music, the whole 
gamut of that which is supposed to make life full; and it 
brought him nothing but a sense of weariness till he 
awoke to faith. The nthis was his confession of his real 
experience, tested out in daily life. He was out in the 
woods, he tells us, listening to its sounds, seeking God. 
And thn this flashed upon him: “I remembered that I 
only lived at those moments when I believed in God. 
I need only to be aware of Him to live. I need only to 
forget Him, or disbelieve Him, and I die. ‘What more 
do you seek,’ said a voice. ‘This is He, He is that with- 
out which we cannot live. To know God and to live is 
the same thing. And all within me and around me lit 
up, and did not again abandon me. Strange to say, the 
strength of life which returned was the same that had’ 
borne me along in my earliest days.” “I am come that 
men might have life, and that they might have it more 
abundantly,” said our Lord. 

This, then, is the True Christmas Gift. To have 
the Way of Life so vividly mapped out before us, to 
be able to claim and realize His Promise to be the 
Counsellor, the Prince of Peace, the Friend of friends, 
this is the Christmas gift which “no man taketh from 
you.” Our Lord Jesus Christ “took upon Him the form 
of a servant, and was made in the likeness of men,” was 
born in a lowly manger at Bethlehem, in order to re- 
veal God the Father to mankind, and everlasting life. 

_May He be born anew in our hearts at this Christ- 
mastide, there to remain and thus make every day and 
all our days a constant song of life and peace. ; 
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EWES 


MARYLAND 


The 19th Annual Convention of the Maryland Synodical Luther 
League was held at Luther Place Memorial Church, Washington, 
D. C., on August 31st, September Ist and 2nd, with 95 registered 
delegates and 237 visitors. 


The Convention Theme was “Christ Speaks To a Confused 
World-—-I am the Way, the Truth, and the Light; Follow Me, Ye 
Who Dare.” This theme was divided into four parts and developed 
as follows: “I Am the Way,” by Rev. Lewis Koon on Sunday 
morning; “I Am the Truth,” by a pageant on Sunday evening; “‘I 
Am the Light,” by Dr. H. D. Hoover at a Dawn Service; and 


“Follow Me, Ye Who Dare,” by Dr. G. Morris Smith at the 
banquet. 
The afternoon and evening of August 3lst was devoted to the 


social side of Luther League. A swim party was held in the after- 
noon at the Shoreham Hotel, but the annual District Soft Ball Game 
had to be cancelled because of wet grounds. On Saturday evening 
at 8 P. M., a Fellowship Party was given by the Washington Dis- 
trict Leagues at the Lee Sheraton Hotel which was the official 
Convention Hotel. The program included a Reception of Delegates 
and Visitors by the State and District officers, Stunts by the various 
Districts in the State, Community Singing, and was climaxed by an 
old fashioned Barn Dance with music by an orchestra from the 
mountains of Southwest Virginia. The 200 persons in attendance 
said that it was one of the best parties ever held. 


Sunday Program, September 1st 


The Sunday convention program opened with a very solemn 
Communion Service for all the delegates and visitors at the Church, 
at 9 A. M. Our Convention Chaplain, Rev. Carl Folkemer, assisted 
by his twin brother, Rev, Lawrence Folkemer, and Rev. Walker, 
officiated. 


Dr. Raymond Seegar of George Washington University, pre- 
sented the Sunday School lesson using as his topic, “Dreams and 
Decisions.”’ 


At the 11 o’clock service Rev. Lewis Koon brought the key- 
note address to our convention. He used for his text for the first 
part of the convention theme, “‘I Am the Way,’ Matthew 22:21: 
“Then saith he unto them, render therefore unto Caesar the things 
that are Caesar’s and unto God the things which are God’s.’’ His 
message was very timely and inspirational, suggesting that we 
should recognize Christian loyalty to God as supreme but that we 
should not lightly regard our loyalty to the claims of the State. 
Man can come to the right decisions through prayer and harmony 
with Christ’s will as stated for us in his Holy Word. 


Rey. Carl Folkemer, our Chaplain, opened the afternoon ses- 
sion with a Quiet Moments period. Speaking on the topic, ‘Be 
Serious,’ he told us that whatever we did we should be sincere and 
in earnest and above all to have a serious attitude with our en- 
deavors, 


The afternoon was devoted to an “Information Please’ program 
under the direction of Miss Sarah Leiter and Miss Frances Miller, 
and was entitled, ‘Our Church in Action.’”’ Representatives were on 
hand from all of our Lutheran Church Boards who answered all 
questions presented by the Leaguers, on our Church and its work. 
Each representative also presented the work done by their own 
Board. The findings arrived at upon the conclusion of this program 
were: (1) That young people are the hope of the Church; (2) That 
they must be evangelists if the Church is to live; and (3) that the 
Lutheran Church is a cooperating Church. 


A Fellowship Supper was served at the Church by the League 
of the host Church which was greatly enjoyed by all. 


The second part of our theme, “I Am the Truth,’ was por- 
trayed by a very impressive pageant, “‘The Sorrowful Star.” This 
pageant, one of the highlights of the convention, was put on by the 
Washington District League under the able direction of Rev. Fred 
Eckert. The Junior Choir of 28 voices from Manchester, Maryland, 
added much to the service by providing the musical atmosphere for 
the play. 

Monday, September 2nd 


Our Monday program opened with a beautiful Dawn Service 
held at the Sylvan Theatre at the base of the Washington Monu- 
ment. Dr. Harvey Hoover of Gettysburg Seminary, spoke on the 
third message of the theme, “I Am the Light.” He said that “we 
will only know the light of God’s Word if we have his love in our 
hearts. We must be His messengers of light to bring peace on earth 
and good will among men.” 
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Following this service a two-hour sight-seeing tour of the city 
was heeld, with a police escort and 78 cars in line. The tour of our 
nation’s capital ended in Arlington National Cemetery where a 
service was held at the tomb of the Unknown Soldier. This was 
stated by many to have heen the most impressive service of the en- 
tire convention. The Leaguers sang ‘‘A Mighty Fortress Is Our 
God” and ‘The Star Spangled Banner.’’ Our Chaplain offered a 
challenging prayer to the youth of America and a wreath was placed 
on the tomb by our State President, William Schmitt, assisted by 
Vice-President James Taylor. 


The Morning Church Session was opened by a meditation en- 
titled, ‘‘Be Sure,’”’ by our Chaplain. 


The business of the convention took up the morning sessions 
of the convention with the reports of the officers and committees be- 
ing read and approved. A set of resolutions was adopted by the 
convention and are as follows: 


Be It Resolved, That: 1. Each individual shall strive to improve 
his personal religious living through prayer and meditation, the use 
of Christ’s teachings in the solution of daily problems, the participa- 
tion in the activities of the Church, and the application of the ex- 
ample of the life of Christ in continual association with other in- 
dividuals. To this end a committee shall be appointed to arrange 
a retreat within the next twelve months. 


2. Consideration, through democratic processes of thinking, be 
given to local, national, and international problems in an eftort to 
inculcate understanding, knowledge, and love, and encourage calm 
deliberation on all issues. 


3. Each local League shall make an effort to cooperate with and 
join in the activities ot other groups of young people of all Lutheran 
Churches regardless of race or color. Further, representatives of 
the State Luther League and each District and local League shall 
be appointed to carry this resolution into effect. 


4. The Luther League of the Evangelical Synod of Maryland 
of the United Lutheran Church in America shall extend its program 
to participate in interdenominational youth conferences and activities 
to such an extent that may not interfere with our parent body, the 
Maryland Synod. 


5. Appreciation is expressed for the service of all who have 
made this convention an inspiring and enjoyable experience. 


The following State Officers were elected for the coming year: 
President, James Taylor, Washington; Vice-President, Sarah Leiter, 
Hagerstown; Recording Secretary, Mary Mumford, Middletown; 
Corresponding Secretary, Ruth Blackburn, Washington; Treasurer, 
Harry Keister, Baltimore; Member-at-Large, William Schmitt, Balti- 
more, 


The afternoon session was given over to a report from our repre- 
sentative from The Luther League of America, John George Kurzen- 
knabe, who gave us a detailed report of the new program of the 
Luther League which is just going into effect. 


A Candlelight Installation Service for the new State Officers 
and appointed Secretaries was held at Reformation Lutheran Church, 
at 6:30 P. M., with Rev. Carl Folkemer conducting the Installation 
and Rey. Ralph Lowe assisting. 


The closing service of our convention, the Annual Banquet, was 
held in Reformation Church. After partaking of a grand feed Dr. 
G. Morris Smith, President of Susquehanna University, brought us 
the closing message using as his theme, ‘‘Follow Me, Ye Who 
Dare.” Dr. Smith left the Leagues with a challenge that whatever 
it should cost to us we should at all times follow Christ. His mes- 
sage fittingly brought to a close one of the best conventions ever 
held by the Maryland Synodical Luther League. 


Intermediate Convention 


The Intermediates of the State held their first convention on 
Monday, September 2nd, in Luther Place Church, under the able 
direction of Miss Frances Ahalt, State Intermediate Secretary. With 
29 registered delegates and an equal number of visitors, the first 
convention was considered highly successful. Addresses were given 
by Mr. Fred Heise, who spoke on “Doing Things Different; John 
George Kurzenknabe on “The Duties of Intermediate Officers; and 
Rev. Roy Sloop on “Being Good Followers.” Officers elected were: 
President, Vivian Wickey, Washington; Vice-President, Edward 
Eiler, Baltimore; Secretary, Jean Kelley, Hagerstown; Treasurer, 
Thomas Lambdin, Frederick. 


GEORGE W. TOWBERMAN, Publicity Secretary 
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LUTHER LEAGUE 
LEADERSHIP SCHOOL AT 
PINECREST DUNES 


Amid the beautiful surroundings 
of pine trees and sand dunes the 
Thirteenth Annual Luther League 
Leadership School of the Metropolitan 
Area and Connecticut Luther Leagues 
was held from August 25 to Labor 
Day, September 2, 1940, at Pinecrest 
Dunes, Peconic, Long Island. The 
Women’s Missionary Societies of the 
New York, Long Island and New 
England Conferences cooperated in 
the school planning and providing for 
Mssionary displays of posters, India 
lace work and literature. Several Mis- 
sionary Society members were in at- 
tendance during the entire eight-day 
period. 


The Conference was divided into 
two sessions: a five-day period from 
August 25 to August 30 and a three- 
day period from August 30 to Labor 
Day, September 2. 


The courses offered during the 
five-day session were: ‘The Church 
Through the Centuries,” by Rev. 
Walter M. Russius, S.T.M., Pastor, 
Epiphany Lutheran Church, Hemp- 
stead, N. Y.; “Recreational Leader- 
ship,” by Mr. W. Tom Ward, Di- 
rector, Pinecrest Dunes Camp and Physical Education Teacher, School 
ol Valley Stream, N. Y.; “Understanding Ourselves,’ Rev. David 
Ostergren, Pastor, Messiah Lutheran Church, Annadale, S. I., N. Y. 


‘ Courses offered during the three-day period were: ‘The Essen- 
tially Missionary Character of Christianity,” by Rev. Roy L. Yund, 
Pastor, St. John’s Lutheran Church, Westville, N. J., and a former 
Missionary to Africa; “A Brief Survey of the Old Testament 
Prophets,” by Rev. Emmanuel W. Hammer, S.T.M., Pastor, Im- 
manuel Church, Meriden, Conn.; “The Program of My Church,” 


by Rev. William J. Villaume, Jr., Assistant Pastor, St. Peter’s 
Church, New York City; “Planning for Children in the Local 
Church,” by Mrs. F. W. Schaefer, New Britain, Conn., former 


Light Brigade Secretary of the Women’s Missionary Society of the 
United Synod of New York; ‘‘Youth at Worship” (Music, Art and 
Symbols), by Rev. Stephen Hirzel, M.A., Pastor of St. Peter’s 
Church, Baldwin, N. Y. 


Pinecrest Dunes Camp is an ideal place for all types of outdoor 
activity having within its confines a large private lake for swim- 
ming, boating and canoeing and easy access to the salt water bath- 
ing of Long Island Sound with its miles of white sand beach to 
enjoy a horseback ride thereon. Other forms of recreation were 
enjoyed such as Archery, Tennis, Beach Barbecues, Camp-fire 
Gatherings and Roller Skating at the Greenport rink, 


In keeping with our Luther League fellowship inspiring devo- 
tionals were presented on the Vesper Dunes after supper each day. 
A pageant entitled, “Nothing To Do,’ was written and directed 
solely by Rev. Franklin Schweiger, Chaplain of the Queens General 
Hospital, Jamaica, L. I., who was our musical director for the 
eight-day session. Members of the school acted in the pageant and 
presented it on Sunday evening. This was followed by a candlelight 
lakeside service at which time a large cross was lighted in the middle 
of the lake. 


Morning devotions were very interestingly presided over by 
Rev. Yund, former Missionary to Liberia, who displayed some of 
the native material from Liberia. Mrs. Yund was present, too, and 
mentioned interesting phases of what is required of a Missionary’s 
wife. 

The staft for the Leadership School consisted of the following: 
Director, Rev. Luther F. Gerhart, M.A., Lttle Neck, L. I.; Assist- 
ant Director, Rev. Dorr R. Crounse, Franklin Square, L. L.; Reg- 
istrar, Miss Louise Henke, Bellaire, L. I.; Assistant Registrar, Miss 
Julienne Lehmann; Business Manager, Mr. Ernest F. Schwabe, 
Bellerose, N. Y.; Assistant Manager, Mr. Albert Roeper; Publicity, 
Mr. Henry J. Krooss ard Miss Ruth Hibbert; Editors, “Buzz,” 
Mr. William Messner and Mr. Ed. Blumenschein; Hostess, Mrs. 
L. F. Gerhart; Dining Room Hostess, Miss Florence Becker; Li- 
brarian, Mrs. E. W. Hammer; Auditor, Mr. Henry J. Krooss; Con- 
sultant, Rev. Paul C. White, Ph.D., Secretary for Religious Educa- 
tion and Young People’s Work, United Lutheran Synod of New 
York. 

Forty-eight campers (not ncluding the faculty and staff) for 
the full time, two for the five-day period and 125 for the Labor Day 
week-end were present to make for a successful Luther League 
Leadership School for 1940. 

HENRY J. KROOSS 
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Luther League Leadership Camp, Pinecrest Dunes, Peconic, L. I., New York 


SOUTH CAROLINA 


The 30th Birthday Party of the Luther League of South Caro- 
lina was attended by over 200 Luther Leaguers at the Batesburg- 
Leesville Gymnasium, This opened the annual convention held in 
Leesville, August 27-29. The guests brought gifts amounting to 
$17.03 to be used for a Sustaining Membership. During the con- 
vention a Birthday Box was conveniently placed and these gifts 
supplemented those already received and a Sustaining Membership 
was taken out. The toastmaster read a short history of the Luther 
League of South Carolina and called on past presidents for a few 
words. Although we did not have a birthday cake we had candles, 
a small one at each place. At the close, with only these burning, 
the Leaguers sang “Happy Birthday”? to the Luther League. 


The sessions were held in Wittenberg Lutheran Church with 
Mr, Dick Wm. Weber, President, presiding. The theme was ‘Ad- 
vance With Christ—Through Christian Education, Through Mission 
Endeavor, Through Use of Talents.”” The speakers were Dr. Paul 
M. Kinports, Rev. C. K. Derrick and Dr. C. E. Fritz. Rev. Edgar 
D. Ziegler served as Convention Chaplain. Dr. Kinports, in his ad- 
dress, “Advance With Christ—Through Christian Education,” said 
“We are bridges between our fathers and our sons. Christian Educa- 
tion is the total process by which we come into a fuller and richer 
life with God. Faith and works together bring advancement as we 
have never had before.’”? Dr. Kinports closed his inspirational ad- 
dress with an appeal to all present to “‘let Jesus lead, He knows 
the way.” 


The Wednesday morning session was opened with devotions by 
Chaplain Zeigler. In his medivations on Love-Social Realism, he 
stated that the nations of the world were having a difficult time in 
learning how to live together. Remembering that we have tried man’s 
way for 3000 years, he advised that we try God’s way of love. Miss 
Elma Jordan next presented the topic, ‘Advance With Christ— 
Through the Educational Department.” The Intermediate presenta- 
tion followed this after which were heard greetings from Institu- 
tion and Organizations. Wednesday afternoon Miss Clara Shealy 
presented “Advance With Christ—Through the Missionary Depart- 
ment.’? Discussion groups followed, led by the State officers. This 
was also the day of the Intermediate Rally. A lovely pageant, 
“Luther’s Coat-of-Arms,’’ was presented by the Intermediate Luther 
League of St. James, Graniteville. Rev. Watson told the Inter- 
mediates: “Advance with purpose in the presence and by the power 
in order to accomplish His peace.” 


The Wednesday evening address was delivered by Rev. C. K. 
Derrick, his subject, ‘Advance With Christ—Through Mission En- 
deavor.” “The future can only hold that which we give it,’ he said. 
“All we are asked to do is to save this generation. The Church has 
been condemned for not meeting the needs of modern times. . . We 
neglect the business of God, playing while immortal souls perish. 
5 We must bear witness daily.’”’ After the evening service the 
Leaguers were entertained on the church lawn, with pictures of 
Newberry College in technicolor, a song fest and refreshments. 


Thursday morning Dr. C. E. Fritz addressed the convention 
on “Advance With Christ—Through Use of Talents.”” He said we 
must lose ourselves in service that God may be glorified. At the 
afternoon session the work of the Life Service Department was 
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Presented by Mr. James Dickert. “Advance With Christ—Through 
the Life Service Department” was the topic. A cross was placed 
on the Life Service Flag for Rev. Heyward Epting, Assistant Pastor 
of St. John’s, Charleston. The following were given honorable men- 
tion) for outstanding work with the youth of South Carolina: Rev. 
E. Z. Pence, Mrs. Rosalyn Summer Sease, Miss Katie Freyschmidt. 


The Constitution was changed in that the office of Field Secre- 
tary will now be Executive Secretary. It will be his duty to advise 
and supervise the general work of the Luther League. The Presi- 
dent of the State League and the State Intermediate Secretary will 
be advisory members of the Promotional Committee. Attendance at 
the convention was good, with 216 delegates amd visitors. 


The convention was brought to a close on Thursday afternoon 
with an installation service. The following are the officers of the 
Luther League of South Carolina for the year: President, Archie 
Dodgen; Vice-President, Clara Shealy; Recording Secretary, Laura 
Muller; Corresponding Secretary, Carolyn Hippenstiel; Treasurer, 
Ethel Hockemeyer; Missionary Secretary, Dick Weber; Life Service 
Secretary, John McCullough; Educational Secretary, Elma Jordan; 
Archivist, Albert George; Statistical Secretary, Inez Bodie; Inter- 
mediate Secretary, Ruth Feagle; Executive Secretary, Rev. J. O. 
Kempson; Publicity Secretary, Margaret Wolff. 


MARGARET WOLFF, Publicity Secretary 


ILLINOIS ; 
By train, chartered bus and automobile, came Leaguers from 
Southern, Capitol, Chicago, Greater St. Louis and Northern Dis- 


tricts to attend the 46th annual convention of the Luther League of 
Illinois, held in Sterling, August 30-September 2, 1940. From every 
window as we arrived we were greeted with signs, ‘Welcome Luther 
Leaguers.” 


Our host was Northern District; our home, St. John’s Evan- 
gelical Lutheran Church, Rev. Albert H. Keck, Jr., pastor. Under 
the able guidance of Larry Deets, President of the Northern District, 
and his most capable assistants, all were taken care of and there was 
never a dull moment. 


Registration began on Friday and from then on Leaguers came 
to help make up the ‘‘Largest State Convention” yet held in Illinois. 
Total registration was 462; 330 attended the Intermediate luncheon, 
and 475 the banquet. 


“Forward With Christ’? was the convention theme. Three in- 
spirational services were given by our Convention Chaplain, Rey. 
Roth, of St. John’s Lutheran Church, Springfield: “Forward With 
Christ-—Turn,” which was the communion service; “Forward With 
Christ—Follow ;” and ‘‘Forward With Christ—Worship.” Rev. 
Roth urged the young people to turn from this world and follow 
after Christ, worship Him) and so in turn inspire others to follow 
Him. Rev. Keck, Jr., preached the Sunday morning service on 
“Forward With Christ—Pray,” in which he showed us that we can- 
not go “Forward With Christ’? without praying for His help and 
guidance. Our banquet speaker was Rev. C. H. Hightower, D.D., 


of Mt. Morris. who spoke on ‘‘Forward With Christ—Learn.” He 
laid emphasis on the fact that we cannot go forward unless we learn 
from Christ how to live and how to die. Rev. F. Eppling Reinartz, 
S.T.M., Secretary for Promotion, of the U. L. C. A., gave the 
Sunday night address, ‘Forward With Christ—Serve.’”? He enumer- 
ated the many ways, no matter how small, that we can serve our 
Lord. As he so aptly termed it, we should be ‘‘politicians for Christ.’’ 
The closing convention sermon was given by Rev. Edward A. A. 
Kreppert, of Hope-Epiphany Church, Chicago. He spoke on “For- 
ward With Christ—Share.”” We must share in our knowledge of 
Christ by giving freely as we have received freely. The convention 
highlight was the presence of Alvin Schaediger, President of The 
Luther League of America. Alvin spoke at both the Intermediate 
luncheon and the Sunday morning Bible class. He stressed the “New 
in Luther League,’ in which he gave us a summary of the new 
age groups, and the new reading material which is being put out 
to better equip us as Leaguers to go “Forward With Christ.” 


The business sessions were conducted in the usual dignified 
manner under the direction of Jerry Powers, President. The new 
Constitution for the Luther League of Illinois was adopted as set 
up by John Dameron and Rev. K. Bruno Neumann. The new Mis- 
sionary Objective for the coming year is Nachusa Orphanage and the 
Inner Mission Society of Chicago. 


Sustaining Membership was brought before the Leaguers and 
they were urged to do their part. The reports of the Executive 
Committee members showed that they are truly going ‘Forward 
With Christ.” 


The new officers for the coming year are as follows: President, 
John Dameron, Greater St. Louis District; Vice-President, Robert 
Salzgeber, Chicago District; Secretary, Caroline Pieper, Northern 
District; Promotional Secretary, Rev. K. Bruno Neumann, Capitol 
District; Life Service Secretary, Helen Foley, Greater St. Louis 
District; Missionary Secretary, Mildred Hoffman, Capitol District; 
Educational Secretary, Martha Cox, Chicago District; Intermediate 
Secretary, Dorothy Vick, Fox Valley District. 


During the convention three issues of the Herald were published 
and a very fine job was done by the staff. The Life Service Flags 
of the Districts were on display together with an Honor Roll of 
outstanding Leaguers in each District. 


From every standpoint it was one of the most inspirational 
conventions held and we indeed are grateful to Northern District 
for their splendid work. 

And so back to Southern, Capitol, Chicago, Greater St. Louis 
and Northern Districts, by train, chartered bus and automobile 
went Leaguers with two important dates to remember—Kitchener- 
Waterloo, Ontario, Canada, July 3-7, 1941 for the 23rd Biennial 
Convention of The Luther League of America, and St. John’s 
Lutheran Church, Springfield, Illinois, as guests of Capitol District 
for the 47th: Annual Luther League Convention of Illinois, 


MISS MARTHA COX, Convention Reporter 


CS 


Banquet of the 46th Annual Convention, The Luther League of Illinois, held at 
Sterling, Illinois, August 30-September 2, 1940 
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SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA 


There is no lull in activities during the summer here in Southern 
California. Therefore, it isn’t necessary to resume Fall work. Our 
work is continuous. Over the Labor Day week-end a group of 
Leaguers traveled over 400 miles to meet with Phoenix, Arizona, 
Leaguers. Those who attended say it was a great experience for 
them. 


Monthly executive meetings are held and from now on they 
will be held in a central location—First Lutheran Church, Los 
Angeles, Rev. F. J. Weertz, pastor, formerly of Des Moines, Iowa. 
Attendance at these meetings averages over 25 young people. 


At the September meeting plans were made for a series of 
officers and secretaries conferences. ‘These will be led by Robert 
R. Inslee, Second Vice-President, and Howard L. Logan, member-at- 
large of The Luther League of America. 


Fhe Sustaining Membership Fund has received impetus and our 
quota is almost reached. Plans are being made for participation in 
the Golden Jubilee celebration of the California Synod next May. 
The Leaguers also attended the youth rallies in large numbers. 

A group of Southern California Leaguers attended the conven- 
tion of the Northern District in Fresno in November. 

Mrs. C. A. Davis, new Educational Secretary of The Luther 
League of America visited in Southern California this summer, and 
Dr. A. J. Traver, former Executive Secretary of The Luther League 
of America, was also a visitor. When are you coming? We would 
like to greet you! 

HOWARD L. LOGAN 


NORTH CAROLINA 


iii Pee 


Installation Service, 20th Annual Convention, Luther League 
of North Carolina, held in Newton, August 27-29, 19450 


A Mighty Fortress’ was the theme for the 20th annual con- 
vention of the Luther League of North Carolina in its meeting at 
Beth Eden Church, Newton, August 27, 28, 29. Dr. H. D. Hoover, 
of the Gettysburg Seminary, developed the subject in its three di- 
visions: “It Is Accessible,’’: ‘It Is Impregnable,” and “It Has 
Room For All.” 

Rey. Roscoe B. Fisher, of Asheboro, as Convention Chaplain, 
«conducted devotions on ‘‘Mighty Fortresses,’” namely: ‘“God’s 
Strength,” ‘God’s Mercy,” and “God’s Love.” 

There were 149 delegates and members of the Executive Com- 
mittee present in addition to 32 pastors and deaconesses. 

Much interest was shown in the treasurer’s report as the entire 
amount of the budget was raised and a deficit of the previous year 
paid. The report shows $3,671.11 received during the year. 


Two picnics, a reception and a banquet were the social high- 
lights of the convention. 


Included in the convention was a Rally for Intermediate 
Leaguers; greetings and discussion by Rev. Paul M. Kinport ; dedi- 
cation of crosses on the Life Service Flag by Dr. J. L. Morgan, 
President of North Carolina Synod; installation of officers and a 
‘presentation of the missionary pageant, “The Sympathetic Touch,” 
written by Mrs. Pearl Setzer Deal. 

Officers elected for the ensuing year are as follows: 
Elmer Troutman, Hickory; Vice-President, Carl 
ville; Recording Secretary, Elizabeth Petrea, Salisbury ; 


President, 
Litaker, States- 
Statistical 


‘Secretary, Sarah Yoder, Lincolnton; Treasurer, G. C. Miller, 
Salisbury; Member Executive Committee for two years, David 
Cooper; Archivist, David Conrad. 

Departmental secretaries were appointed as follows: Educa- 
tional, Ruth Keever; Missionary, Kathleen Suther; Life Service, 


David Miller; Student, Bernard Trexler; Intermediate, Louise Sox. 
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ROCKY MOUNTAIN 


Annual Convention, Rocky Mountain Synodical Luther 


League, August 9-11, 1940 


“JT will lift wp mine eyes unto the hills from whence cometh my 
help,” said the Rocky Mountain Luther Leaguers on August 9, 10, 
11, when they met at Camp Crockett in the San Isabel Forest, a 
spot over 7,550 feet high. 


One couldn’t fail to catch an inspiration from those majestic 
hills, and such speakers as Dr. Fred Wiegman, President of Mid- 
land College, and Alvin Schaediger, our own national president. 


Day began at 6:30 A. M. when reveille brought Luther Leaguers 
hurrying down the hills from their cabins for flag-raising, followed 
by an outdoor morning watch; then breakfast. The mornings were 
devoted to sessions, the afternoons to fun and frolic, among which 
were included: horseshoes, hiking, horseback riding, volley ball, base- 
ball, fishing, etc. After supper an evening devotional was held, 
followed by games and stunts. 


The only sad faces in the Rocky Mountain Luther League were 
on people who didn’t attend camp. 


The following officers were elected for the 1940-41 term: Presi- 
dent, Charlotte McDermon, Colorado Springs; Vice-President, 
Leonard Molberg, Denver, Colorado; Secretary, Marlet Bredehorst, 
Denver, Colorado; Treasurer, Earle Bergquist, Albuquerque, N. M. 


MINISTERIUM OF PENNSYLVANIA 


Luther Leaguers in the Ministerium are already looking forward 
to the second annual convention to be held next July. The Wilkes- 
Barre Conference will be host to the convention. We hope to be 
able to announce the convention city in this column next month. 


The second annual convention of the Wilkes-Barre Conference 
Luther League was held at Holy Trinity Lutheran Church, Kings- 
ton, September 7, with sessions in the morning, afternoon and even- 
ing. The convention theme was “Shoulder To Shoulder For Christ.” 
Rev. Gunnar Knudsen, Scranton, was the principal speaker. Addi- 
tional highlights of the convention were the departmental presenta- 
tions at the afternoon session and the fellowship dinner prior to 
the evening session. Approximately 170 Leaguers were in attend- 
ince, 


DEDICATION OF KONNAROCK MEDICAL CENTER 


On Saturday afternoon, November 2, 1940, at 4:00 o'clock, a 
goodly number of persons assembled at the Medical Center and 
participated in a Luther League rally under the direction of Rev. 
Paui M. Kinports, D.D., Executive Secretary. A number of per- 
sons were called upon to speak. 


Saturday evening, a social get-together was held. Games were 
played, refreshments served and a delightful evening spent. 

On Sunday, after the regular Sunday School session, a special 
dedication service was held in the church auditorium. Rev. William 
J. Ducker, Associate Secretary, was the liturgist; Rev. Paul M. 
Kinports, D.D., Executive Secretary, read the Scripture lessons; 
Rev. Hugh J. Rhyne, President of Marion College, preached the 
dedicatory sermon and Rev. John W. Ott, D.D., offered the prayer 
and pronounced the benediction. A letter from Miss Ida Twedten 
was read, 


Following ‘“‘The Service,’’ a dedication service was held at the 
Konnarock Medical Center with Dr. Ott acting as representative of 
the American Mission Board. The “Office for the Dedication of a 
Hospital” was used. Rev. Kinports presented the building to the 
American Mission Board and it was gratefully received by the 
representative of the Board, Dr. Ott. The pastors present partici- 
pated: in the service. 


A full report of the Dedication will be printed in the January 
issue. 
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SUSTAINING MEMBERSHIP REPORT 


Financial R eports aerbanecie es ee~ 
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NORTH CAROLINA, total 56 
Organ Luther League, Salisbury 
Mrs. Gray Young 


OHIO, total 14 
Dorotha Kette, by First Luther League, Dayton 


PACIFIC NORTHWEST, total 2 


PENNSYLVANIA 
Central Pennsylvania, total 208 
Marguerite Barr MacClain 
Ruth Staley 
Stewart Roth 
Ethel Wolker 
Rev. C. C. Sellers 
Richard E. Heiland 
Earl Brubaker 
S. M. Bramley 
William Emhardt 
Susan Kurzenknabe 
Holy Trinity Luther League, Audubon 
Margaret Schonberger 


Ministerium, total 145 
St. John’s Luther League, Leck Kill 
W. C. Schoffstall 
Henry R. Carichner 
Irene Heim 
Luther League of the Ministerium of Pennsylvania 
St. Peter’s Intermediate Luther League, Pittston 
Jeanne Kline 
Thelma E. Young, by Christ Luther League, Mahanoy City 
Irene M. Schlegel, by Christ Luther League, Mahanoy City 
Trinity Luther League, Ephrata 
Martha Snyder 
Fern Petticoffer 


Pittsburgh, total 38 
Rose Heurich 
Holy Trinity Luther League, Jeannette 


ROCKY MOUNTAIN, total 5 
SOUTH CAROLINA, total 73 


TEXAS, total 8 
Clara Roitsch 
Laura Bauer 
Mrs. F. Erhard Eilers 
Rev. F. Erhard Eilers 
Philadelphia Luther League, Swiss Alps 


VIRGINIA, total 65 
WEST VIRGINIA, total 38 
WISCONSIN, total 6 
CANADA, total 5 
MANITOBA, total 1 


Lu Qemariam 


God called our loved 
ones, but we lose 
not wholly, 

What He has given; 

They live on earth 
in thought and deed, 
as truly 

As in His Heaven 


—Whittier 


Semorialized in Sustaining Cembership Fund 


John Connely 
Memorialized by New York City District Luther League 
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BETHLEHEM OF JUDEA 
By Jessie Wilmore Murton 

O little town of Bethlehem, beside the blue hills sleeping! 
I wonder if you dream tonight? 

And what your dream may be? 

Is it of gray old shepherds, with white flocks in their 

keeping? 

And two lone, weary pilgrims come down from Galilee? 
Do strains of angel music—from angel fingers sweeping 
Across their golden harps—stir onze again in memory? 


O little town of Bethlehem, beside the blue hills dreaming! 

I wonder if you muse on how that glorious anthem rolled 
Across the silent valley? How fell the strange star’s beaming 
Upon the drowsy cattle—and touched the hay with gold? 
And how a tiny Baby, within a manger gleaming, 


Filled Mary’s heart with wonder . . . and yet, with fear 
untold? 


O little town of Bethlehem, beside the blue hills dreaming! 
Though centuries have left you, still dreaming, as of yore— 


The shepherd’s plain . the herdsmen their placid cattle 
prodding... 

The ancient landmarks standing, untroubled as before— 

Yet, hearts of many peoples—the light feet, and the 
plodding— 


Have made of you, O Bethlehem, a shrine . . . forevermorel 


—Jessie Wilmore Mutton 


THE CHARM OF CHRISTMAS 
Rey. Thomas A, Estell 

There is a charm about Christmas that no other 
day possesses. It is a gay and festive holiday, but it is 
more than that; it is a Holy Day. It lays claim to the 
most sacred things of our natures, There are noisier 
holidays, like July 4th, but who would choose two such 
holidays and no Merry Christmas? There are holy days, 
such as Easter, which strikes a note of Victory high and 
lasting. But it is our Christmas music which moves the 
heart most deeply, the old as well as the young. And so 
Christmas has a charm and a delight all its own. 


Christmas is Humanity’s Day. Mothers and children, 
presents and plum puddings, Christmas trees and Christ- 
mas bells, homes happy with laughter, churches jubilant 
with song—these are the outward expressions of Christ- 
mas joy that give its unfailing charm for all of us. 


But Christmas is man’s great day. It tells him he 
is God’s son! The Incarnation may be a difficult subject 
because some make it so, but it is a thing of Life, and 
Hope and Glory, when the soul truly apprehends it. In 
the Christ Child, God and man are reconciled. The In- 
carnation is the pledge and assurance that man’s sin has 
been atoned for, and the way opened to the Father! 


Christmas is also God’s Great Day! It is the Day of 
God’s Supreme Adventure! Through long ages, God had 
been preparing the world for Life. The fulness of time 
has come, and He sends His Son, the First-Born of a 
great family of sons has appeared! God has stooped 
down to the human to lift man up to the Divine, and in 
this wonderful and eternal unity of Deity and humanity 
in the God-Man—every man finds Hope! 


This, then, is the supreme charm of Christmas. This 
is the Gospel—“Glad Tidings of Great Joy.” 
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Leaders for the Devetional Meetings 
Will Need the Following Materials: 
Seniors and Young People: 


LUTHER LEAGUE REVIEW 


and 


LUTHER LEAGUE TOPICS 


Intermediates: 


LUTHER LEAGUE REVIEW 


and 


INTERMEDIATE QUARTERLY 
HELPS 5 


Subscription Rates 
LUTHER LEAGUE REVIEW 


Single subscriptions ........ $1.25 per year 
Clubs “of five’ Seon oseccas +. 1.00 per year 
Clubs volitenigame satan ee cee -90 per year 


LUTHER LEAGUE TOPICS 
or 
INTERMEDIATE QUARTERLY HELPS 


Published Quarterly 
Sirigtescopies, va. sewwiisiettionn per year $ .25 
In Quantity—Each Quarter 
25 J COPIES myAcdt-ciere eerie se per quarter $1.25 


50) "eOpies: Ys. </-5ss: vais esaele-e per quarter 2.50 


In Quantity—Annually 


GxCOPLES: Ser. Moe cis ae clea © OTE eRe 50 
By CODTOS Gob tec sie UI oh Ee oe ee 1.65 
LO GODLES! Fae sassecetisis a vaccase eae er ee 1.75 
PAs copies) ce psec ettsandenes koe oe 00 
V5) COPieS: yals,; eve: ots se ele ag sv ateteuettn Sees O00 
LSP COPIES? 5% aia scents s ots evaiarsyeuars wietates eee 'e 3.00 
BUMCOPIES Mears etaceineye eae ate tie sit faito ah 3.25 
BS COPIES. ccinyatere srogetave agereusele titers wees TOaTD 
RO Coptes: S280 Noevasieplote e areieebere ecke coe 6.00 
Remittances must accompany all orders for 


periodicals, and checks or money orders should be 
made payable to: 
THE LUTHER LEAGUE OF AMERICA 
405 Muhlenberg Building 
1228 Spruce Street Philadelphia, Penna. 


A Hearty Welcome Awaits You! 


Philadelphia’s 
MESSIAH LUTHERAN 


The Friendly Church 


16th and Jefferson Sts. (1500 N.) 
Sundays: 
10:00 A. M. 
11:00 A. M.i—(WDAS) 
6:30 P. M.—Luther Leagues 


7:30 P. M.—Great Sunday Night 
Service 


Dr. Ross Stover 
Pastor 
Thursday, 7:30 P. M. (WDAS) 
When Hundreds Fill the Auditorium 
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THE SOCIAL MISSION OF HAVERFORD 


CENTER 
(Continued from Page 8) 

Clinic under the direction of a Negro doctor and a white 
nurse. Last year more than fifteen hundred mothers 
and babies were cared for by the doctor. Three hundred 
and fifty children were vaccinated and over 800 children 
protected against diphtheria. The babies are weighed 
regularly and their mothers advised about proper feeding. 
Young mothers are taught how to care for their babies 
and how to train them in good health habits. 

Thirty-five little ones between the ages of 3 and 4 
years are enrolled in our Pre-school which meets daily 
from 9 A. M. until noon. The parents of these children 
meet weekly to discuss their problems and to fellowship 
together. 

A Children of the Church group meets each Monday 
and a Sunday School is conducted each week. During 
the month of July a Vacation Church School was con- 
ducted, with an enrollment of 135 children. This last 
group didn’t seem to mind the fact that the rooms were 
crowded and often there were not enough chairs to go 
around. 

About sixty of our boys and girls were given the 
opportunity of spending a week at camp. It was a fine 
experience to live in God’s great out-of-doors and to 
play, work and worship together. 

In addition to the work done in the Center there 
is the work done through contacts in the home. Not 
only the children have found Christian friendship and 
understanding at the Center but adults, too. Many visits 
are made to the sick, the sorrowing and the needy. 

Jesus said, “I am come that ve might have life and 
have it more abundantly.” It is our aim to try to help 
these, our neighbors, to enjoy the abundant life through 
the developing of their mental, physical and_ spiritual 
resources. ; 
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THE BALTIMORE MOTHERHOUSE 


Trains Young Women for the 


DEACONESS CALLING 
AND OFFERS COURSES FOR 
GENERAL CHRISTIAN WORKERS 


Send For Literature and Particulars 
THE LUTHERAN DEACONESS MOTHERHOUSE 
AND TRAINING SCHOOL 


Address: 2500-2600 W. North Ave. Baltimore, Md. 


IN 


FIRST PLACE 42s. NATION! 


Goes to Wittenberg College for producing 
the best view-book according to judges of 
the American College Publicity Association 


More than 400 American universities and colleges are repre- 
sented in that association, and Wittenberg’s was best in 1940 


If you are a student who should go to Wittenberg 
College, or if you know of a student who should 
go here, send in name to receive a copy of this 
prize-winning publication. 


Address request to 


President Rees Edgar Tulloss, Ph.D., D.D., LL.D. 
Wittenberg College, Springfield, Ohio 


_ Gettysburg College 


FOUNDED 1832 


Oldest Lutheran College in America 


Gettysburg College possesses an able Faculty made up 
of Christian men who are vitally concerned with 
the building of character as the fundamental 
thing in modern education. 


Located in the midst of the world- 


famous Battlefield of Gettysburg 


For Catalogue and Book of Views, Address: 
HENRY W. A: HANSON, D.D., LL.D., President 


Advancing with Christ 
ORGANIZE 
LUTHER LEAGUES 


INTERMEDIATE GROUPS 
Ages 12, 13, 14--Junior High, Grades 7, 8, 9 


SENIOR GROUPS 
Ages 15, 16, 17—Senior High, Grades 10, 11, 12 


YOUNG PEOPLE’S GROUPS 
Ages 18 and over—College and Working 


For Complete Information, Write to 
THE LUTHER LEAGUE OF AMERICA 
MUHLENBERG BUILDING 
1228-1234 Spruce Street 


Philadelphia, Pa. 


i 


Muhlenberg College 


ALLENTOWN, PA. 


A standard liberal arts college of the highest grade, ap- 
proved by The Association of American Universities. A 
strong scholarly faculty. Excellent preparation for those who 
will enter the study of Theology, Medicine, Dentistry, Law, 
Teaching, and Business. New buildings and equipment. 

For catalogue and information, write to: 
Litt.D., LL.D. President 
Registrar 


Levering Tyson, 


Harry A. Benfer, A.M. - - 


Susquehanna University 


(Co-educational) Selinsgrove, Pa. 
G. Morris Smith, A.M., D.D., President 
AN ACCREDITED COLLEGE 
Stressing Quality in the Heart of Pennsylvania 


A Growing Faculty of Superior Qualifications 
Trained at America’s Outstanding Graduate Schools 


High Moral Tone Spiritual Values Emphasized 
A.B., B.S. and Mus.B. Degrees 
An Accredited Conservatory of Music 
For Catalogue write 


Russell Galt, Ph.D. 
Dean 


NEWBERRY COLLEGE 


NEWBERRY, SOUTH CAROLINA 


Owned and Controlled by the Lutheran Synods of 
Carolina, Georgia-Alabama, and Florida 
Fully accredited, offering A.B. and B.S. degrees with 
majors in eight fields of concentration. 
Special training in Liberal Arts, Music, Business. 
Preparation for Medicine, Law, Theology, Engineering. 
Well-rounded and adequate program of student activities. 
Personal attention to the individual student. 
Mild winter climate in the healthful Piedmont section 
of the state. 


South 


Very reasonable expenses 
For Catalogue, Write JAMES C KINARD, President 


Have You Enrolled As a 
Contributing Member 
of the 


Sustaining Membership Fund 


Every Local Leaguer should hold a Contributing 
Membership Card by the payment of 


$1.00 per Year 


SUSTAINING MEMBERSHIP COMMITTEE 
Miss Mildred Gartelmann, Chairman 


Send All Funds to 
THE LUTHER LEAGUE OF AMERICA 
1228-1234 Spruce Street 
PHILADELPHIA, PENNA. 


| af An 
| Inexpensive 


GIFT 


SOLID COPPER 


BOOK MARK “2- 


Illustration shows book-clip to match and the method 
of attaching to book. Fine grade of silk cord is used 
for connecting the book-mark and clip. The book- 
mark is hammered by hand on edges and is made from 
solid copper, burnished and lacquered. 


| 35 cents each sagt sik 
or 5 for $1.00 
Desi shan he haeanied Each book-mark is mounted 

ae Afi a Nese SS in a specially designed Gift 
Folder with plain envelope. 


Designs numbered 105, 200, 
250, 300, and 350 are hand 
painted in full colors in 
stamped design. 


IHS is plein 
stamped. No 
hand painting om 
this Book Mark. 


Illustration is 
Design No. 100 


ILLUSTRATIONS ARE ACTUAL SIZE 


Design No. 105 


Design No. 250 
35 cents each 


A NEW ITEM 


The letter openers are made of same 
material and hand hammered edges as 
described above. The emblem is hand 
painted in full colors. 


Design No. 300 


ORDER EARLY 
TO AVOID DELAY 


Remittance must 
accompany order 


Design No. 350 
50 cents each 


FOR SALE ONLY BY 


The Luther Press 


Everything in Luther League Supplies 
429-437 Herr Street Harrisburg, Penna. 


